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PREREQUISITES AND GENESIS FACTORS OF THE PROCESS
OF INTERNATIONALIZATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIO
IN THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

This article presents the prerequisites we have identified (the emergence of a higifeReducation system
focused on using the achievements of European countries; the active development etork of higher
educatlon mstltutlons) and factors (globallzatlon SOCIO economlc transfor

and partnerships) in their interrelation and influence on the genesis
of higher education in the People's Republic of China.

and factors of internationalization.

Introduction

The phenomenon of internationalization of hi catign is actively developing at present and is
directing the educational systems of many countries 0
interaction. As Belarusian scientists note, “the internation ion of education becomes the object and subject
of targeted policy on the part of the state, focusgd on solving/hational, political, social and economic problems”
[1, p. 80]. Considerable experience has alre y aceumulated in organizing and implementing international
cooperation between universities, which y and comprehension for further improvement of this
activity.

The genesis of the processes of internationalization of higher education has been studied by scientists
from different countries both withi the, framework of applied research and in works related to the
philosophical justification of thi menon, such as H.De Wit [2], M. Stiasny [3], P. Scott [4],

lization of higher education in China has been studied by scholars such as Huang
. J. Li, K. Zhao [8], J. Xie [9] and others. In these works, it is shown that the processes
of internati ion i China developed along a specific vector, but taking into account global trends, but
js has not yet become the subject of special research. Historical and pedagogical analysis
light the conceptual socio-political and national value components of further improvement

s noted by Belarusian researcher D. A. Smolyakov: “One of the most pressing issues in the theory of
rnationalization of higher education is its genesis, i. e., the reasons and conditions for the emergence of the
henomenon. The development of this problem seems to be the starting point that will give impetus to further
eoretical and applied study of the development of this direction, since it will shed light on the natural
environment of its origin, and therefore will bring us closer to understanding the essence of the phenomenon”
[6, p. 14] (translation into English — Wang Miao).

Internationalization of higher education has become a key component of China's strategy to increase
its global influence in education, research and innovation. Chinese higher education institutions have
undergone significant transformation to embrace internationalization, resulting in a surge in their global
ranking and prominence. Therefore, the purpose of this article is to present the results of the first stage of our
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research and present the prerequisites and factors we have identified that shape the process of
internationalization of higher education institutions in the People's Republic of China.

Research methods and methodology

The work was carried out based on a methodological concept developed for historical and
pedagogical research, which includes methodological approaches of three groups: basic (system-structural,
functional, procedural, activity-based, historical-logical); paradigmatic (social-stratification, polyparadigm,
cultural, axiological) and instrumental approaches of a technological nature (ontological, phenomenological,
diversification) [10]. During the research, methods of retrospective and comparative analysis, methods o(b
synthesis and generalization were used.

The theoretical and methodological basis of the study, which formed the basis for the interpre
the extensive factual material used in studying the genesis of the internationalization of higher edl
China, were the following basic provisions:

—general theory of culture (K. N. Leontiev, N.A.Berdyaev, M. M. Bakhtin, ikhachev,
M. S. Kagan, etc.);

(=]

—the theory of dialogue of cultures (M. M. Bakhtin, V. V. Bibler, etc.) ncept of its
implementation in the educational process (A. P. Valitskaya, V. V. Serikov, etc.);

—theories of multicultural education (l. V. Balitskaya, I.S. Bess V. P. Borisenkov,
0. V. Gukalenko, K. Grant, G. Zh. Dautova, A. N. Dzhurinsky, E. R. Khakimov,

0. V. Khukhlaeva, O. E. Khukhlaev, etc.)
— theories of global education (I. Yu. Aleksashina, F. G. Al
—theories of humanization and humanitarization of educati
Z. G. Nigmatov, etc.).

vich, G. V. Mukhametzyanova,

Research results and discussion
Prerequisites are understood by us as
internationalization of higher education as a phenomenon.
1. The emergence of a higher education system
countries.
China's higher education system iClyhi ﬁry dating back to ancient times. Defeat of China in the

’that anticipated the emergence of the
e identified the following prerequisites:
cused on using the achievements of European

translators. This educational insti
national traditional approac
scientific knowledge.

The first uniyersity opened in China is considered to be Beiyang University (1895, Tianjin). This
educational in ion, also borrowed the European model of organizing the educational process

irst higher educational institutions in China, opened in 1898 on the basis of the Beijing
Foreign Languages, is also considered the Institute of Humanities of Peking University

al institution was carried out on the model of Japanese universities and some of the equipment
terials were purchased in this country.

With the opening of Peking University in 1899, the active creation of educational institutions
t various levels in China began. This educational institution begins to operate pedagogical courses that train
mentors, which contributed to the spread of education in the country. To organize the work of Peking
University, the “Charter of a Higher Educational Institution” was proposed, which regulated many issues
of both organizational and methodological nature. In particular, it laid down the fundamental principles
of Chinese higher education, which were aimed at integrating Chinese and European sciences. It was
recognized that a foreign language was a means to study the achievements of other cultures. Thus, Chinese
science was enriched with European knowledge.

The educational reforms carried out at the end of the 19th century contributed to the expansion of the
network of higher education institutions in China, which subsequently contributed to the socio-economic



INEJAT'ATTYHBIA HABVYKI 39

prosperity of the country. These early beginnings laid the foundation for today's comprehensive
internationalization initiatives. However, modern internationalization efforts began in the late twentieth
century, with a particular emphasis on increasing educational exchanges and cooperation with other countries.

2. Active development of a network of higher education institutions in China.

After the creation of the People's Republic of China in 1949, in a relatively short time, the Chinese
government managed to create a practically new educational system and reform higher education institutions,
which were close to the educational models of the USA, European countries, Japan, and the USSR in structure
and organization, but nationally oriented by content. As L. V. Pirozhenko and Xinxin Wang note, “by the
end of the second decade of the 21st century, China has become a country whose higher education system a(b
no equal one in scale in the world. The development of university education is considered by the lead

of the People's Republic of China as one of the strategies for increasing political status, a necessary 0
for achieving the geopolitical, economic, scientific and technical influence of China™ [11, p. 44] (tr into
English by Wang Miao).

According to the statistics for 2019, the total number of higher education institution C was
2,956, including 1,265 regular institutes and universities, 1,423 specialized higher edd€ationyinstitutions,

and 268 professional retraining institutes. In 2019, there were also 828 institutions for trai ighly qualified
scientific and pedagogical personnel (master's and doctoral programs) [12]. As for the tQtal néimber of students
in higher education institutions of all types, it reached 40,020,000. For ever 0 of the country's
population, there were 2857 students receiving higher education [12].

The factors influencing the development of internationalizati

1. Globalization factor

As noted by T.V. Paliyeva: “Globalization as a result
process of interaction between many countries and peoples is re in the political, socio-economic,
informational, environmental, ideological foundations of the picture” of the world. On the one hand,
globalization strives for homogenization, standardizatio ification of various spheres of social life, which
is seen as a threat to the preservation of national identi cultural values, etc., and on the other hand,

SS China are as follows:

systems. Such ambivalence (duality) of glo
systems” [13, p. 76] (translation into English

ng M@o).
of internationalization of higher education, which are

to understanding the mutual influence of gloalization processes and the internationalization of higher
education. Some identify these phenamena, whereas some separate them. According to the scientist, the theory
of considering internationalization as ampode of globalization has a more stable scientific position. At the
same time, internationalization j red in the context of a multicultural concept, which makes it possible
to neutralize the negative i balization in terms of unification and depersonalization and increase the
national-cultural context in r Education systems [6, p. 14-20].

We are of thg opinionthat the ongoing globalization processes actively influence both, positively and
negatively, interati cooperation in general and the interaction of educational systems in particular, which

, initiate exchange programs and attract foreign teachers and students. Chinese universities are
striving to attract more resources from public, private and international sources. In recent years,
Se universities have invested significant financial resources in the development of international
peration in order to improve the quality of higher education and the level of scientific research, which has
direct impact on the growth of the competitiveness of educational institutions.

Note also that as disposable incomes have risen substantially over the past thirty years, more Chinese
students can afford to study abroad, and this exposure to global educational systems has increased demands for
greater internationalization within domestic higher education institutions.

3. Factor of strategic orientation of international public policy

China's foreign policy is based on the construction of diplomatic vectors based on a general strategy
of socio-economic development and has a close connection with traditional Chinese philosophy and
worldview. This position can be allegorically described in the form of water, which finds the shortest path to
the required place. The goal of China's policy at the present stage can be described as the creation of a global
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power with significant global influence with the dominance of traditional values. The foreign policy being built
regulates and has a direct impact on the ongoing internationalization processes, determining their direction,
content and organizational features.

4. Factor in activating educational initiatives

The Chinese government has played a decisive role in promoting the internationalization of higher
education. Several key initiatives have significantly impacted this process. In 1995, the Chinese government
initiated a national project called “Project 211" with the goal of developing about 100 universities according to
international standards. As a result, a significant number of higher education institutions has been established i%b

China over the past few decades, many of which are ranked among the world's top universities.
Another important initiative that significantly influences the processes of internationalizati

higher education is China's Belt and Rood Initiative project, which is an important mechanism o i

national strategy, aimed not only at accelerating the country’s socio-economic development, Ju at

strengthening its international influence. Strengthening international educational ties in or rich
scientific knowledge, improve the quality of education, intercultural understanding and co i as also
become one of the means of solving global problems, such as providing resources, pres ecology of

the planet, etc.

5. Factor in intensifying academic cooperation and partnerships

International cooperation has played an important role in the global inte of Chinese higher
education institutions. Universities have established partnerships with forgi éb} S, promoting exchange
of teachers and students, joint research projects and double degre Wi his collaboration exposes
Chinese students and teachers to international perspectives and bui Itural competence. Thus, the
educational sphere becomes the basis for the development of contac the People's Republic of China
and other countries of the world, providing socio-cultural and intellectualjggpprochement. Cooperation between
educational systems promotes establishing strong ties ip4gther afas, primarily in economics, culture, and
politics.

Conclusion
Thus, we have identified and
internationalization processes in China, s

stantiated the prerequisites for the development of
m?rgence of a higher education system focused on using
the achievements of European countries theactive development of a network of higher education
institutions. As the leading factors influencing the’development of the internationalization processes of higher
education in China, we identified, the following ones: the factors of globalization, socio-economic
transformation, strategic orientation inférnational public policy, intensification of educational initiatives,
intensification of academic coo d partnerships.

The internationali of” higher education institutions in the People's Republic of China is
a multifaceted procegs drivell by a combination of historical context, government policies, academic
collaboration, socioecg@nomic changes, and a focus on global research and innovation. As China continues to
invest in its hi tion sector and develop international partnerships, its higher education institutions are
likely to fu trengthen their place on the global stage, helping to advance the country's soft power.
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*
[IPEJITIOCHUIKU U DA EHE3UCA ITPOLIECCA MHTEPHALIMOHAJIU3ALIMU
VUPEXJIEHUWI BBIC 0) A30BAHU S B KUTAICKO HAPOIHOM PECITY BJIMKE

B I[aHHOI>'I CTATHE MPCACTABJICHBI BbIJICJICHHBIC HAMU TIPEATIOCHITKN (3apo>1<;[eHHe CHCTEMBI BBICHICTO

i) B IX B3aMIMOCBSI3U U BIIUSHHUH HA T€HE3UC MpOoIlecca WHTSPHAIIMOHAIN3AINH BBICIIIETO
raiickoit HaponHoii PecryOimike.

I0UYEBBIC CJIOBA: WHTCPHAIMOHANM3AIWS, BEICIIee oOpazoBanme B Kuralickoii Hapommoit
Ke, IPEITIOCHUIKH ¥ (h)aKTOPHI MHTEPHAIIMOHATH3AIIHH.


https://sh.people.com.cn/n2/2021/0326/c176739-34642697.html
https://sh.people.com.cn/n2/2021/0326/c176739-34642697.html
https://sh.people.com.cn/n2/2021/0326/c176739-34642697.html
http://ru.moe.gov.cn/documents/%20reports/202106/t20210608_536648.html
http://ru.moe.gov.cn/documents/%20reports/202106/t20210608_536648.html

