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Text 1

Topic vocabulary

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

BELARUS

diverse pa3zHooOpa3HbIi, pa3HbIN
beever 0600&p

aurochs 3yop

be noted for npUMevaTebHbIN

elk JI0Ch

extreme CaMbIi

founder-member rocyJ1apcTBO OCHOBATENb
grove pouia

heritage HACJIEe/ICTBO, HACIACHANE
homeland OTEYECTBO\POAMHA
independent HE3aBUCUMBIH

lynx pBICH

maritime MOPCKOM, TPUMOPCKHM
mighty MOTYIHECTBEHHBIN
myriad MHAPHA]IBI

numerous MHOTOUYNCIICHHBIN
officially ouIMaIbHO

depth rIyOnHa

deer OJIEHb

Belarus is my homeland. It is the place where 1 was born. Belarus is
situated nearly in the centre of Europe in the extreme western part of the East-
European Plain within the basins of the Dnieper, the Western Dvina and the
Upper Nemian. It,borders on Poland in the west, the Baltic States — Lithuania and
Latvia #1n the north-west, on Russia in the north and east, on the Ukraine in the
southt

Belarus stretches for 560 kilometres from south to north and for 650
kilometres from east to west. It occupies the territory of 207.6 thousand square
kilometres. It is much larger than such countries as Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Czechia and Slovakia. Its present-day population is
about 10.3 mln. people: 78% of Belarusians, 12% of Russians, 4% of Poles and
2% of Ukrainians. 68% of the population live in towns and cities. The largest of
which are Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk, Mogilev, Grodno and Brest.

Belarus is situated on a rolling plain rising to hills, the highest of which is
Mt.Dzerzhinskaya reaching 350 meters above sea level.
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There are more than 3,000 rivers in Belarus. Seven of them are more than
500 kilometers long each. They are the Dnieper, Neman, Western Dvina,
Prypiat, Berezina, Sozh and Vilia.

Belarus is a lake-country. There are about 10,800 lakes here. The lakes are
particularly numerous in the north. The largest is Lake Naroch — 80 square
kilometers. The lakes are noted for their great depth, transparent water and
beautiful scenery.

A third of Belarus is under forest. The largest forests are called pushchas.
The Byelovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its aurochs (European bisons).
Fauna is rich and diverse there: one can see elks and deer, wild boafs and
wolves, bears and foxes, beavers and lynxes, not mentioning myriads of birds:

Forests, pine woods, mighty oak groves, birch groves and all sérts'ef other
mixed forest formations are the charm, wealth and pride of our homeland.

Belarus is situated in the Temperate Zone of 200-500Q kilometers away
from the Baltic Sea. The climate of Belarus varies from matitime to continental
due to a strong influence of the particularly air of the Atlantic. This results in
temperate and mild climate.

The territory of Belarus is divided into 6 tegions: Brest, Vitebsk, Gomel,
Grodno, Minsk, and Mogilev. The capital of Belaruspis Minsk with a population
of over 1,5 mln people.

By the way, Belarus is the countty with-unique history and rich cultural
heritage. It is an interesting region from the'tourist point of view.

Industry; agriculture, science

Belarusian industry plays the ‘major part in our economy. Our country is a
one of the biggest manufacturers of fertilizers, fodder harvesters, tractors, trucks,
buses, chemical fibres, commerCial wood and other products. Such famous
brands as «Horisont» and «Vityaz» producing TV-sets, «Atlanty» refrigerators
and «Belarus» tractorsyenjoy world popularity. The «Gefest» gas stoves
produced in Brest are widely spread all over European and Asian countries.

Agriculture 111\Belarus specializes in milk and meat production. Potatoes,
grain, herbs andwegetables are cultivated here.

Belarusuis a country of well developed science. A great contribution to the
development of the national economy is made by the scientists of Belarus. There
is the, Academy of Sciences with numerous research institutes which work on
various topical problems in such fields as mathematics, optics, spectroscopy,
energetics, genetics, biology and other branches of learning. About 37 higher
educational establishments and about 400 professional schools train highly
qualified specialists for various sectors of national economy.

Political set-up

Officially our country is called the Republic of Belarus. It is a sovereign
independent state with its government, constitution, state emblem, flag and
anthem. The Declaration of State Sovereignty was adopted on July 27, 1990.



Belarus is a presidential republic. The highest executive power belongs to
a President elected for a five-year term. The parliament, which is the National
Assembly, is known as a representative and legislative body of the country. The
Parliament consists of two chambers: Representatives and Soviet of the
Republic. The executive power is performed by the Council of Ministers headed
by a Prime Minister who is appointed by the President of the Republic.

Nowadays the Republic of Belarus is a founder-member of the United
Nations Organization (UNO), the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).
It has its permanent representatives in the CIS, UN, UNESCO and in other
international organizations.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

OdumnmansHo Hamia cTpaHa HaszbiBaeTcs PecnyOnuka |bemapycb. 210
CYBEPEHHOE HE3aBHCUMOE TOCYIapCTBO, CO CBOHMM,) JMPABUTEIBCTBOM,
KOHCTUTYIIMEH, ToCcyAapCTBEHHbIM TepOom, ¢diaroM M ruMHOM. benapych
HaxOJIMUTCS MOYTH B LeHTpe EBpombl, B caMoid 3amajHoi 4dacth BocrodHo-
eBporeiickoil paBHUHBI B OacceiiHe [[nempaj,3ananHoit [IBUHBI U BEpXHETO
teuenus Hemana. O3épa mpuMeuaTeabHbl CBOCH MLyOMHOMN, MPO3PauyHOCTHIO BOJ
U KpacoToi meisaxeit. Jleca, cocHOBbIe OOPEI, AyOpaBbl ¢ MOTYYUMHU JAyOamH,
Oepé30Bble pOIIM M BCE BHJBI CMEIIAHHbLIX' JECOB SIBIAIOTCS OYapOBAaHHUEM,
OoraTcTBOM U TopAocThio Hamel, Popunpl. benapych — cTpaHa ¢ yHUKalIbHOU
uctopued U OoraTbIM  KYJIBTypHbIM  HacienueM. OHa  MHTepecHa
U C TYPUCTUYECKON TOUKHU 3PEHMUS.

2. Fill in the blanks:
Belarus is my ....
Belarus ... for 560kilometres from ... to ... and for 650 kilometres from ... to ... .
The lakes are ..4in the North.
The largest forests are called ... .
The Byelovezhskaya Pushcha is famous for its ...
The climate of Belarus varies from ... to ... due to a strong ... of the maritime air
from(the ‘Atlantic.

3. Finish the sentences:

1. Bélarus is a member-state of
the CIS.
the NATO.
the UNESCO.

2. Its present-day population is
about 260 million people.
about 10,3 million people.
over 1,5 million people.



3. The highest mountain is Mt. Dzerzhinskaya reaching
978 metres above sea level.
3210 metres above sea level.
350 metres above sea level.
4. Belarus is situated in the temperate zone of 200500 kilometres away from
the Atlantic Ocean.
the Baltic Sea.
the Black Sea.

4. Answer the questions on the text.
Is Belarus a member of the UNO?
What countries does Belarus border on?
Is Belarus a large country?
What are the largest rivers and lakes?
Why are our forests the charm, wealth and the pride of our homeland?
How many regions is Belarus divided into?

5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:
The climate of Belarus.
A sovereign, independent state.
The size and population of Belarus.
The forests of Belarus.
Rivers and lakes.
The geographical position of Belatus.

7. Speak about:
The geographical pesition of Belarus.
The population of Belarus.

Text2

HISTORY OF BELARUS
Topic vocabulary
advantageous BBITOJHBIN, OJ1aronpUsITHBIN
ancestor peaoK
attract MPUBJICKATh, IPUTIATUBATH
background HCTOKH, TIPOUCXOKIECHUE
backward OTCTaJIbIN
barley STUMEHB



be anxious
cattle
conquer
consumption
devastate
disease
distinctive
feature
fertilizer
financier

flax
foodstuff
herring-salter
hospitality
invasion
large-capacity dump truck
linen
livestock farming
local principality
millennium
multiply

oats
palaeolithic
preserve
respectively
revive

rye

sailcloth
silkman
spicer

suffer
suzerainty
tanner

tar

tolerance
trade

trapper

tribe
tributary
unique

poje via
wine merchant

0EeCTIOKOUTHCS
KPYIIHBIM pOraThblid CKOT
3aBOEBBIBATH, MOOEKAATD
noTpebIieHue
OITYCTOIIATh, PA30PSTh
00Je3Hb
OTJIMYUTEIbHBIN
0COOEHHOCTD, YepTa
ynoopeHue

¢buHaHCHCT

JIE€H

MPOYKTHI MUTAHUS
COJIMJIBIUK CEJbIN

rOCTENPUUMCTBO, paiylliue

BTOP>KEHUE
OOJIbIIIErPY3HEI CaMOCBall
MOJIOTHO
KUBOTHOBOJCTBO
MECTHO@,KHSKECTBO
ThICAYCICTHE
YBEITMYUBATh(CS)
OBEC
TTAICOJIUTUYECKU I
COXPaHSTh
COOTBETCTBEHHO
BO3POXKIaTh

POXKb

napycuHa

TOProBell MIEIKOM
TOPrOBEILl CIEHUSIMHU
CTpaJaTh

BJIACTh

Ty OUITBIITUK

IETOTh

TEPIUMOCTD
TOPIOBJIs

OXOTHHK, CTaBHH_II/Iﬁ KaIlKaH

ieMs
MIPUTOK

YHUKAJIbHBINA, € IUHCTBEHHBIN B CBOEM

yepes
BUHOTOPTOBEI]



Belarus is a unique country. Its history is a little-known page in the world
history. More over the Belarusians know the history of their Motherland not better
than their neighbors do. But they can be proud of their past, culture and art.

Man came to these lands in the middle Paleolithic times. But it was only
in the middle of the first millennium that Slavs settled here. East-Slav tribes of
Krivichi, Dregovichi and Radimichi were the Belarusian people's ancestors.
They settled around the Polota (a Western Dvina tributary) and were later named
Polotchane. They had formed local principalities, such as those of Pinsk, Turgv,
Polotsk, Slutsk and Minsk by the 8" to 9" century. These all came under thé
general suzerainty of Kievan Rus, the first East Slavic State, beginning{inthe
mid-9™ century.

They took up honey collecting, fur hunting and agriculture. Trade
developed as the Dnieper was part of the «water road» from €onstantinople via
Kiev and Novgorod to the Baltic Sea. Trading settlements multiplied and many
towns of the present-day Belarus were founded by the end*of the 12th century.
Polotsk and Turov first appeared in historical documents in 862 and 980
respectively, Brest — 1017, Minsk in 1067.

The geographical position of the country, jthe development of trade
attracted Dutch herring-salters, MusgeOyite trappers, Jewish financiers,
Hungarian wine-merchants, Turkish spicers, Tatar tanners and Chinese silkmen
who bought in exchange furs, drieddish, salt, linen, sailcloth, ropes, timber, tar
and foodstuffs. These internatiofal, eontacts influenced the most distinctive
features of the Belarusian national character — tolerance and hospitality.

The advantageous geographical position — on the cross-roads from east to
west and from north to south ~'more than once turned into disadvantage. Belarus
was the arena of many wars, invasions and aggressions. In the 11" century the
Tatar-Mongols attacked“Polotsk and Turov principalities in the east and south.
In the 13" century the Crusaders invaded Belarus from the west. Sweden
conquered the north of Belarus. Belarus was devastated by Russian-Polish wars
(16-18" centuries), the Napoleon invasion (1812), World War 1 (1914-1918),
the Soviet-Polish war which ended with Western Belarus ceded to Poland and
the World War II and Nazi occupation (1941-1944), the longest and the greatest
fighting, for freedom and independence during which Belarus lost every fourth
citizen, All these tragic, events slowed down but didn’t stop the development of
the nation. Though Belarusians belong to the East Slavic ethnic group there is a
strong mixture of Baltic and Scandinavian elements in their racial, linguistic and
cultural background. Belarus was part of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
(14" century), Poland and the Russian Empire (18" century). It was a backward
province where 80% of the population were illiterate. People suffered from
many diseases and there was only one doctor per 7,000 patients.

The life changed for the better at the beginning of the 20" century. On
January 1, 1919 the Declaration on the formation of the Byelorussian Soviet
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Socialist Republic was adopted. In December 1922 it joined the Union of the
Soviet Socialist Republics (the USSR) as one of its founders. On the
disintegration of the USSR, Belarus proclaimed its sovereignty on July 27, 1990.
In December 1991 it was one of the three Slavic republics of the former USSR
to form the CIS (the Commonwealth of Independent States) with the
headquarters in Minsk.

Nowadays Belarus is a country of developed industry, agriculture, science
and culture. Belarusian industry produces heavy-duty trucks and tractors, large-
capacity dump trucks, refrigerators, TV sets, fertilizers, meat and dairy produets.
They make its chief exports. Timber processing, furniture making, mat¢h and
papermaking, textile and clothing manufacture, food processing are the main
industries for local consumption.

Most of the country has mixed crop and livestock farming with a strong
emphasis on flax growing. Grain, chiefly barley, rye, oats, and‘potatoes are the
main field crops, a large percentage of which is used for animal feed. Cattle and
pig raising are also important.

Belarus is a country of well-developed sciénce, culture and education.
There is an Academy of Sciences, 37 higher edueational establishments, and a
lot of theatres, museums, and art galleries there.

The long history has taught Belarusians to’overcome difficulties. Today
they are optimistic because their historical experience makes them sure they will
do their best to preserve their unique culture, language and revive industry and
agriculture. But they are anxious about the future of their children after the
Chernobyl catastrophe, 1986. And still they hope for the best.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

Ounu mnocenuiuck B paifone peku Ilomora (mputok 3amamHou [|BUHBI)
U TOo3Ke ObLId Ha3BaHbl MoJioT4YaHE. TOpromisi pa3BUBajiach Ojarojgaps Tomy,
yro JlHenp Obmi_yacThio BoaHoro nytd u3 KoncrantuHomons uepe3 Kues
u Hosropoask banruiickomy mopro. T'eorpaduueckoe mnosioKeHHE CTpaHBI,
pa3BUTHe, TOPIOBIM MPUBICKATH CIOJIa JaTCKUX pPbIOAKOB, MOCKOBCKUX
OXOTHHKOB, €BpPEHUCKHX (DUHAHCUCTOB, BEHI'€PCKUX BUHOTOPTOBIIEB, TYPELKHX
TOPTOBIEB CHEIUSMU, TATAPCKUX AYOUITIBIIMKOB KOX M KHUTAMCKUX TOPrOBLEB
mEIKOM, KOTOpble B OOMEH Ha CBOM TOBaphl MOKYIMalu MeXa, CyIIEHYIO PhIOY,
COJIb, TOJIOTHO, MApyCUHY, BEPEBKH, JEC, NErOTb W NPOAYKTHl ITHUTAHUS.
benapych Oblia apeHO MHOTUX BOWH, BTOpXEHUHN U arpeccuil. XoTs 0enopychl
MpUHAJJIEKAT K  BOCTOYHOCHABAHCKOW  ATHUYECKOW  TpyIlme, B  HUX
MIPOUCXOXKEHUH, SI3bIKE U KYJIbType CMEUIaINCh OaNTHIICKUE U CKaHAMHABCKUE
aneMmeHThl. [lonras uctopusi Hayumia OeIOpycOB MPEOJ0JIEBATH TPYIHOCTH.
Ho onu oGecrokoeHsl OyaymuMm cBOMX AETEH mocie 4epHOObUIbCKON aBapuu
1986 rona.
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2. Fill in the blanks:

Its history is a ... page in the world history. But it was only in the middle
of the first ... that Slavs ... here. Trading settlements ... and many towns of
present-day Belarus ... by the end of the 12th century. These international
contacts influenced the most ... of the Belarusian national character — ... and ... .
It was a ... province where 80% of the population were... . In December 1991 it
was one of the three ... republics of the former USSR to form CIS
(the Commonwealth of Independent States) with the ... in Minsk. And teday
they are optimistic because their historical experience makes them sure théy will
do their best to ... their unique culture, language and ... industry and agriculture.

3. Finish the sentences:
1. Man came to these lands in
the middle Paleolithic times.
the Middle Ages.
the middle of the first millennium.
2. They took up
paper making.
honey collecting, hunting and agriculture.
heavy-duty trucks and tractors producing:
3. Belarus is a country of the well deyeloped
industry and agriculture.
science, culture and education:
travelling business.
4. Grain is the main field crep) which
gives two harvests‘a,year.
is used for animal feed.
is the main foodstuff.

4. Answerithe questions on the text:
What tribes were the Belarusian people’s ancestors?
When did\Belarusian towns first appear in historical documents?
Who conquered Belarus during its history?
When'was the BSSR proclaimed?
When did it join the USSR?
When did Belarus become a sovereign state?
What does the Belarusian industry produce nowadays?
What are the main agricultural products?
Can you prove that Belarus is a country of well-developed science, culture and
education?
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5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:
Belarus nowadays: political status, economical development and social life.
The Belarusian people's ancestors: the first settlers, their occupations,
the development of trade and nation.
Belarus as the arena of wars and aggressions.
Belarusian racial, linguistic and cultural background.

7. Speak about:
The life of the East-Slav tribes on the territory of Belarus.
The advantages and disadvantages of the geographical position of Belarus:
Belarus nowadays.

Text 3
MINSK
Topic vocabulary
advantage IPEAMYIIIECTBO
ancient IPEeBHUIN
ash feren, 30J1a
avenue MPOCTIEKT
battle OUTBa, CpaKeHUe
be situated OBITH PACTIOIOKEHHBIM
bearing MTOAIITUITHUK
broad HIUPOKUIMA
burn (burnt, burned) &KeUb, CYKUTATh
capital CTOJIUIIA
chronicle JIETOINHUCH, XPOHUKA
CIS CHI'
completely COBEPIICHHO, MOJHOCTHIO
connecting CBSI3bIBAIOIIINI
conqueror 3aBOEBATEIb
consider 1oJjlaraTh, CUNTaTh
construction 3aCTpoMKa
destroy pa3pyuiaTh, yHHYTOXKATh
embankment HaOepexxHas
entirely MOJTHOCTBIO, BCEIIEI0, COBEPIICHHO
equipment o0opyaoBaHUe
exciting 3aXBaTHIBAIOIINN, BOJHYIOIIHA
explore HCCIIeIOBATh
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foodstuffs

MMPOAYKTBI ITUTAHUS

qet MoJIy4aTh, TOOUBATHCS

get acquainted MMO3HAKOMUTHCSI, 03HAKOMUThCS
guide T'UJI, SKCKYpPCOBO/I

heritage HaCJIeJICTBO, HACIIEIHE
hospitable rOCTEIIPUUMHBIN

in connection with B CBSI3U C

increase YCHJIMBATH(CS)

independence HE3aBUCUMOCTh

manufacture MIPOU3BOICTBO

mention YIIOMHHATH

mythical MU(PUIECKUM, JIeTeHIapHbIHL
numerous MHOTOYHUCIICHHBIN

particularly 0COOCHHO

pass MIPOXOJIUTh

picturesque YKUBOITUCHBIN

piece oOpaserr, fipuMep; 4acTh

relics pPENUKBHU

remain OCTaBAEHCS

research institute HAy4HO-UCCIIEeI0BATEIbCKUNA HHCTUTYT
rise (rose, risen) [IOTHUMATbHCSI, BCTABATh

ruin paspyiaTh

shady TeHUCTHIN

steadily MTOCTOSTHHO, HEU3MEHHO, BEPHO
survive yLeaeTh

the Eternal Fire BEUHBI OTOHb

tour My TEIIeCTBHUE, SKCKYPCHSI
trade-route TOPTOBBIN MYTh

troops BOMCKa

Minsk is the capital of Belarus, an ancient and beautiful city with a long
and exciting history.

It'was first mentioned in chronicles in 1067 in connection with the battle
of thewNemiga River during which it was completely destroyed. It was
destreyed, burned, ruined by the conquerors many times during its 930 year
history: by the Crimean Tatars in 1505, French troops in 1812, German
occupants in 1919—-1920, fascists during World War II. But each time it rose
from the ruins and ashes as the mythical bird Phoenix. Many conquerors have
passed through Minsk because it is situated on the cross-roads of the busiest
trade-routes connecting the Baltic and the Black seas, the East and the West.
Thus, this advantage often turned into disadvantage.

But nevertheless Minsk steadily increased in importance first
as a provincial centre after 1793 and later as an industrial centre after the
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building of the Moscow-Warsaw and Liepaja-Romny railways through Minsk in
the 1870s. In 1919 it became the capital of the Byelorussian republic and
remained the capital when Belarus gained independence in 1991. The same year
the city became the administrative centre of the CIS.

Minsk stands on the Svisloch river in a picturesque place. The present-day
city is almost entirely of new construction. It is the city with broad streets and
avenues, modern architecture, shady parks and some churches which have
survived as relics of the past.

Minsk is the major industrial centre of Belarus. The economy is basedyon
machine-building, particularly the manufacture of trucks and tractors.<Other
products include electric motors, bearings, machine tools, radio and television
equipment, refrigerators, watches, textiles and foodstuffs.

The city is also a major educational and cultural centre with the Academy
of Sciences of Belarus, the Belarusian State University founded jin 1921 and
numerous institutions of higher education and scientific résearch. It’s the city
where you can find the best pieces of Belarusian cultural“heritage: museums,
exhibitions, theatres and so on. The best way to explorepthe city is to make a
tour. If [ were a guide I’d show the tourists my fayourite places in Minsk. They
are numerous. But the shortest way to get acquaintedywith our city and its people
is to walk down Francisk Skorina Avenue‘from Independence square to Yakub
Kolas square. I think this is the most bedutiful'and the busiest part of the city.

Tourists can see the most famous plaees of interest here: the House of the
Government, the State University, theé,Catholic church, the Russian Academic
Drama Theatre, the Art Museumy of the Republic of Belarus, Y. Kupala
Belarusian Drama Theatre, October Square, the Palace of the Republic and zero
kilometre mark, the State Circus,”Opera and Ballet House, the embankment of
the Svisloch, Victory Square_and the Obelisk of Victory with the Eternal Fire,
the Palace of Arts, Philharmonic Society, the monument to Y. Kolas, beautiful
parks and gardens 'and everything what our city is rich in. And then they will
understand why ourt city is considered to be so beautiful, clean, green, calm,
optimistic.and hespitable.

Exercises:

1.’Give the English equivalents:

Brnepsoie Munck Obul ynomsiHyT B Jseronucsax 1067 roma B CBs3uM
c OutBoii Ha peke Hemwure, B pe3ynbrare KOTOpPOH OH OBUT MOJHOCTHIO
paspyireH. Ho kaxxaplii pa3 OH NOAHMMAJICSA U3 PYUH, Kak JIETEHAapHas ITULA
®enukc. COBpeMEHHBIN IOPOJI MOYTH MOJHOCTHIO 3aCTPOEH HOBBIMH 3/IaHUSIMHU.
Ecnu 651 51 ObUT 3KCKYPCOBOJOM, 51 OBl TIOKa3aj TypUCTaM MOM JIOOMMBbIE MeCTa
B MuHcke. X ouyenp MHOro. M rtorma OHM INOWMYT, IIOYEMY HAIl TOPOJ
CUMTAETCS TaKUM  3€JEHBIM, UHCTBIM, CIOKOWHBIM, ONTUMHUCTHYHBIM
Y TOCTENPUUMHBIM.
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2. Fill in the blanks:

Minsk is the ... of Belarus, an ... and ... city with a long and ... history.
This ... often turned into .... It is the city with broad... and ..., modern ..., shady ...
and some churches which as ... of the past. Minsk is the ... centre of Belarus.
The best way to ... the city is to make a ... .

3. Finish the sentences:
1. Many conquerors have passed through Minsk because

it was rich and wealthy.

it is situated in the centre of Europe.

it is situated on the crossroads of the busiest trade-routes connecting the
Baltic and the Black Seas, the East and the West.
2. In 1919 Minsk became the capital of the Byelorussian republi¢,and remained
the capital when

Belarus was occupied by the fascist invaders.

Belarus gained independence in 1991.

the CIS was formed.
3. Minsk is the city where you can find

the best pieces of international cultural heritage.

the best pieces of Belarusian cultural heritage.

the best examples of the West-European'Cultural heritage.
4. Walking down Francisk Skorina avenue tourists can see

the most famous places of intetestyin Minsk.

the biggest plants and factories,

all Minsk theatres.

4. Answer the questions on the text:
Is Minsk an ancient city?
When was it firStsmentioned in chronicles?
Why was it destroyed, burned and ruined many times during its 930 year
history?
Why doywe say that the geographical position of Minsk was an advantage which
often turned into disadvantage?
Why did"Minsk steadily increase in importance?
When did it become the capital of Belarus?
Where is Minsk situated?
Are there many relics of the past in Minsk?
What is the economy of Minsk based on?
Is Minsk a major educational and cultural centre of Belarus?
What are your favorite places in Minsk?
If you were a guide what would you show the tourists?
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5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:
Minsk is the major industrial centre of Belarus.
Some places of interest in Minsk worth seeing.
Minsk is an ancient city with a long and exciting history.
Minsk is a major educational and cultural centre.

7. Speak about:
The history of Minsk.
Your favorite places in Minsk.

Text 4
MOZYR

Read the text with a dictionary and do the exercisesithat follow it.

Mozyr is situated in the south-eastern part of the Republic of Belarus.
It stands on the bank of the river Pripyati,The river divides it into two parts.
On one side of the river there is Phov-and on.the other one there are all other
districts of the town.

Mozyr is an ancient town.(It was first mentioned in chronicles in 1155.
Before the revolution 1917 Mozyr ‘was a town of one-storeyed houses, narrow
and dusty streets. It received the Magdebourg right in 1577. In 1793 Mozyr
became a part of the Russian®Empire. The town was developed due to trade.
6500 persons lived in the middle of the 19™ century. People were busy with
trading bread, fish, bacen, skin and other goods. The Soviet authority was
established in 1917. Many times the town was destroyed and burnt down
completely. Mozyr suffered greatly during the fascist occupation which lasted
875 difficult days. But the citizens of Mozyr didn’t give up. At last on the 14™ of
January1944\Mozyr was liberated. In post-war years it was rebuilt anew.

Medern Mozyr is a town of numerous plants and factories. The biggest of
them'ate the Oil Refinery and Salt plants, the cable works, the «Nadex» clothing
factory, the «Slavyankay» knitted goods factory and other enterprises producing
furniture, dairy products, baking bread and other goods.

Mozyr is a university center. There is one of the biggest higher
educational establishments «Mozyr State Teachers’ Training University».
Besides there are some vocational schools, colleges and a technicum. Every
residential area of the town has kindergartens, secondary schools, shops and
everyday services.

Mozyr has a wide range of social, cultural and leisure facilities, such as
the Melezh drama theatre, cinemas, sport centers, art galleries, a museum of

16



regional ethnography, some palaces of culture, a lot of libraries, a beautiful park
with different entertainment centers. People enjoy their free time in restaurants,
cafes, bars or clubs and parks.

Mozyr has a nice scenery. It is surrounded by a beautiful countryside
including the ravines with birch groves and an impressive bank-lane of the river
Pripyat. The major care of the town is its cleanliness. Flowers blossom
everywhere in the town in summer. Mozyr is a perfect and easy town to live in,
neither too small nor too big. It combines a friendly small town atmosphere with
the amenities of a modern city.

The town is famous for its talented people who lived here. A lot of people
know such names as M. Findberg (a conductor), Kseniya Sitnik (a young,singer,
the winner of Eurovision 2005), I. Mazurkevich (an actress), .D.,Borisova
(a TV show woman), V. Khoruzhaya (a politician), and others.

Exercises:

1. Replace the following definitions by one wordfrom text:
— land along each side of a river or canal,
— things, circumstances, surroundings, that make life,easy or pleasant;
— a part of a town or a country marked out for a special purpose;
— to be shut in on all sides;
— buildings and equipment of an institution, factory;
— buildings where goods are made (€sp. by machinery);
— to get pleasure from;
— a person who lives in a town, not inthe country;
— great in number, very manyj
— a rural area (contrasted with,urban area).

2. Reproduce the sentences from the text in which the following word-
combinations are used:
in the south-€astern part,
to occupy. an arcay
to be famous for,
on thie bank,
the imptessive bank-lane,
to'become a part,
different entertainment centres,
due to trade,
residential areas,
to be busy with,
in post-war years,
to be established,
not to give up,
to be destroyed.
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3. Answer the questions on the text:
Where is Mozyr situated?
What can you say about the past of Mozyr?
What do enterprises of the town produce?
Mozyr is a town of students, isn’t it?
Where can people spend their free time?
What is the landscape of Mozyr famous for?
Do any famous people come from Mozyr?
Is Mozyr your native town?
What places of the town attract you most of all?
Are you planning to stay here after the graduation from the university?

Text 5
OUTSTANDING PEOPLE OF BELARUS

Topic vocabulary

to specialize in CHEIUATU3UPOBATHCS, B 4EM-JIM00
to be famous for OBITH U3BECTHBIM YEM-IIHO0

a folk story-tellers (b ONBKIOPUCT

an eternal hit BEUHBIN XUT

an amateur dance group rOOUTENbEKAs TAHHEBAIbHAS TPYIINA
an impact BITUSIHHE

a scholar yU4EHBIN

a merchant family MeEIIIaHCKasl CEMbS

a written language JTUTEPATYPHBIN S3BIK

oral folk art YCTHOE HApOJIHOE TBOPUYECTBO
non-figurative art an‘abstract art

prose-writer MIPO3auK

Bélarusian” culture comprises a wide range of arts which ensure the
harmonious development of the citizens.

The pride of Belarus is the literary works by Belarusian poets and prose-
writers. The sweet poetry of Maxim Bagdanovich and Yanka Kupala, the deep
prose’ of Yakub Kolas and Vasil Bykov, the magic masterpieces of Vladimir
Korotkevich and Ivan Borshchevsky are brilliant examples of Belarusian works
of literature. Everybody has read famous poems by Yakub Kolas, Yanka
Kupala, Petrus Brovka. We all admire the wonderful works of Vasil Bykov,
Ales Adamovich, Ivan Melezh, Ivan Shamyakin, Maxim Tank and other
talented Belarusian poets and writers.

There are quite a number of theatres in Belarus. Some of them specialize
in modern plays, others prefer classics. The Yanka Kupala State Academic
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Theatre, the Gorky Russian Drama Theatre, the Opera and Ballet Theatre are
famous for their excellent performances which are always a success. The names
of such prominent men of theatrical art as contemporary dramatist Alexey
Dudarev, choreographer Valentin Yelisariev, artistic director of the Russian
Academic Theatre Boris Loutsenko, actors and actresses like S. Stanyuta,
N. Eremenko, the great soprano Larisa Alexandrovskaya and many, many others
are known by the Belarusians and by people of other countries.

The Belarusian folk singers sing a wide variety of old and new Belarusian
folk songs which form the basis of the repertoire of most vocal and instrumental
groups. Patriarch of Belarusian pop music Vladimir Moulyavin and hi§ eyver
young «Pesnyary» always present their eternal hits loved by all genérations.
Since its birth in 1969 the group has remained true to national Belarusianjart.

Monuments of Belarusian written language and oral folk<art of the 16™
and 17™ centuries still exist today. The most typical of them ar¢ mourning songs.
Many Belarusian folk songs relate to the coming of spring, harvest-time,
Midsummer day, Christmas, marriage and other holidays™and events. Choral
musicians, in particular H. Shirma (1892—-1978) and, V. Revda (1921) did much
in research of folk musical compositions.

There are a lot of professional and amateur-folklore dance groups in
Belarus. We all admire the dances of the groups «Khoroshki», «Polessye»,
«Radost» and others. These groups aré, wellsknown not only in our country.
They found their fans all over the wotld.

It is known that our republic has,many talented artists, who have won the
world recognition. The most talented Belarusian artists have a chance to
implement their artistic aspirations. The pictures of the past go hand in hand
with the works of modern BelaruSian artists. The canvases of Mikhail Savitsky,
dedicated to the Great<Patriotic War are known everywhere. The names
of K. Malevich, . Mark Shagal, Ya. Drosdovich, A. Isachev, E. Zaitsev,
V. Tsvirko, V. Volkov, K. Krasovsky and many others are known far beyond the
borders of our/country.

Thegraphic arts in Belarus, in particular painting, are well represented in
the galléries“of the National Museum of Art in Minsk and Marc Chagal’s
exhibition in Vitebsk as well.

The hame of Kasimir Malevich (1878—1935) is closely connected with a
number of experimental trends in the twentieth-century art. He developed a new
course in art which is called «suprematism». In his books Kozimir Malevich
tried to demonstrate the natural development of painting to non-figurative art,
which had a profound influence on contemporary painting, architecture and
design.

Great contribution to the development of Belarusian sport was made by
our sportsmen who take an active part in the world sports movement and the
Olympic Games. Major victories have been won by our O. Korbut, V. Scherba
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M. Lobach and I. Ivankov (gymnastics), T. Samusenko (sprint), A. Medved

(wrestling), N. Zvereva and M. Mirny (tennis), B Gelfand (chess) and so on...
Some prominent names are connected with space exploration. In the

family of cosmonauts there are two Belarusians, A. Kovalyonok and P. Klimuk.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

I'opnocteio benapycu sBIAIOTCS JMUTEpaTypHbIE PabOTHI OEIOPYCCKUX
IIO3TOB U NPO3aukoB. HekoTopble N3 HUX CHELUATN3UPYIOTCS HA COBPEMEHHBIX
nbecax, JApPyrue MpeArnoyuTaroT kiaccuky. CaMble TUOUYHBIE U3 HUXY— 5TO
TpaypHble TEeCHU. DTHU KOJIJIEKTHBBI M3BECTHBI HE TOJILKO B Hamiel ‘eTpaHe.
CamMble TaNaHTIUBBIE OENOPYCCKHE XYNOKHUKA HMEIOT 4 BO3MOXKHOCTb
BOIUIOTUTh CBOM XYJO’KECTBEHHbIE CTpeMJICHHUsA. boiblioil BKNAIB pa3BUTHE
0eopycCcKOro CHOpTa BHECIM HAIIM CIOPTCMEHBI, KOTQPBIC HNPUHUMAIOT
y4acTHe B MUPOBOM CIIOPTUBHOM ABMKEHUU U OIMMIUUCKAX UTpaXx.

2. Fill in the blanks:

Belarusian culture comprises a widewrang€ ... which ensure the
harmonious development of the citizens, The sweéet poetry of ... and ..., the
deep prose of ... and..., the magic masterpieces of ... and ... are brilliant

examples of Belarusian works of literaturey, The Yanka Kupala State Academic
Theatre, the Gorky ... Theatre, theé Opera and Ballet Theatre are famous for their
excellent ... which are always a suecess. Patriarch of Belarusian pop music ...
and his ever young «...» always” present their eternal hits loved by all
generations. The canvases of 1%, dedicated to the Great Patriotic War are known
everywhere. In his books, .» tried to demonstrate the natural development of
painting to non-figurative art, which had a profound influence on contemporary
painting, architectute and design.

3. Finish the sentences:

The Yanka Kupala State Academic Theatre, ... . The names of such
prominent men of theatrical art as contemporary dramatist Alexey Dudareyv, ... .
The Belarusian folk singers sing a wide variety of old and new ... . Many
Belarusian folk songs relate to the coming of spring, ... . We all admire the
dances of the groups «Khoroshki», ... . Major victories have been won by our
O. Korbut, V. Scherba M. Lobach... .

4. Answer the questions on the text:
What names are famous in the theatre?
What famous artists or painters can you name?
What can you say about the development of literature in our country?
What sportsmen glorified our republic?

20



ADDITIONAL TEXTS FOR READING

Text 6
FROM THE HISTORY OF MINSK

Topic vocabulary

to come into existence — CyiecTBOBaTh
to derive — u3BIeKaTh, MPOUCXOAUTH (OT)
an invader — 3aXBaT4MK, OKKYIaHT

a devastation — ornycToiieHue

to befall — cnmyuarbces, npoucxoauTh

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

More than 900 years ago on the banks of the Nemigatand Svisloch rivers
came into existence the city of Minsk or Mensk as it used to-be’called before.

The name of the city is believed to be associated twith the river Menka that
flowed into Lake Ptych not far from the city. Bat the, I€gends say that the city
derives its name from the word «menay as in the aneient times there was a barter
market in the newly-founded settlement ongthe right’bank of the Svisloch.

Mensk was first mentioned as a tOwniin the Principality of Polotsk in a
chronicle in 1067 in connection with a battle on the Nemiga between Prince
Vseslav of Polotsk and Prince, Yaroslav’s sons: Yzyaslav, Vsevolod and
Svyatoslav. As a result of this battle Mensk was ruined with all men killed,
women and children taken to prison.

In 1084 Mensk was burnt yet another time by the Great Russian Prince
Vladimir Monomakh.

In the 12" century the Polotsk Principality was divided into 6 independent
principalities among Prince Yzeslav’s sons. Thus Mensk became the centre of a
principality.

In the late 13" century the Principality of Mensk became part of the Great
Duchy of Lithuania. The 14™-15" centuries were very important in the life of
Menskand its, inhabitants. It was the period when the Belarusian nation was
formed with its national language and culture.

But in 1569 the Lithuanian Princes united with the Polish kingdom and
formed a joined state Rzeczpaspalitaya. It was at that period that Mensk was
renamed into Minsk.

In 1793 the eastern and central parts (later all the territory) of Belarus
joined the Russian Empire. In 1795 it was turned into a gubernia (province) with
Minsk as its centre. Only in 1919 Minsk became the capital of the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic.

Throughout the 17"-18" centuries the Upper Town remained the town’s
main administrative, trade and cultural centre. Minsk rapidly grew and
developed. But in 1812 the Napoleon troops burnt the city again.
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In the 20" century the foreign invaders not once occupied the Belarusian
capital: in 1918 it was occupied by Germany, in 1919-1920 by Poland. The
most horrible disaster befell the city of Minsk in 1941-1944 in the years of
fascist invasion.

Not only wars were responsible for Minsk’s numerous devastations. Fires
caused a great damage to the city too. Especially damaging was the 1881 fire.
Since then only stone and brick buildings have been constructed in the centre of
Minsk.

And every time our people rebuilt the city, it became more beautiful than
before.

Answer the questions on text:
1. When was Minsk founded?
2. What is the name of the city associated with?
3. When did Minsk become the centre of the independent principality?
4. When was Mensk renamed into Minsk?
5. What caused a great damage to the city during the 20%,century?

Texkcer 7

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF MINSK'S ARCHITECTURE,
URBAN DEVELOPMENTAND ECONOMY

Read the text with a dictionary and do the exercises that follow it.

The decisive role in determining the urban development and the
architecture of Minsk was played by its status of the capital of Belarus as a
major political, economie and"cCultural centre, by its geo-economic situation at
the crossroads of railrodds, motorways and airlines.

In accordance with the master plan for the development of Minsk, an
elaborate city ‘infrastructure has been created; the new residential areas and
neighbourheods! are'built with all proper amenities.

The central part of the city, erected during the post-war years, is being
improved and tebuilt. The construction of the Republic's Palace of Culture and
the reconstruction of Oktyabrskaya Square has been completed, so has the
rebuilding of the railway station and of Privokzalnaya Square. The historical
centre  of Minck-Verkhny Gorod (the Upper Town) is being restored; the
reconstruction of the historical district «Troitskoye Predmestye» has already
been completed.

Minsk is the largest economic centre of the republic with powerful heavy
industry, versatile light and food industries, with modern transport system and
public utilities’, with developed industrial, cultural and housing construction,
with a harmonious system of financial, credit, research and design institutions.

The capital produces almost one third of the republic’s total industrial
output. Minsk is by right considered the industrial centre of Belarus. Tractors,
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motorbikes, bicycles, wrist watches, refrigerators and other durable goods are
manufactured here, as well as the majority of lathes, automated production lines,
trucks, computers, colour TVs, and wool cloth. Many of the Minsk-made
commodities* were awarded gold medals at international exhibitions and fairs.
The city produces different goods worth 80-90 billion roubles, and its export
(to 70 countries) amounts to 90 million dollars, annually.

The economic life of the capital influences greatly the development of the
whole republic. Numerous research and design institutes elaborate projects
programmes and recommendations for users in the republic and for clients
abroad. Many Minsk plants and factories play the leading role 4n (the
corresponding industries’. Practically all engineering enterprises of the republic
are supplied with Minsk-made lathes and automated production linest

Market relations are rapidly developing in the cityls_ €conomy.
Denationalization and privatization are underway®, primarily/in, the spheres of
commerce and services. Many large factories and plants, especially in the light
industry, are leased’ by workers’ collectives, or their shares ate being issued.

New perspectives are opened for mutually “advantageous cooperation in
the sphere of foreign economic activity and, joint wenture. About 450 joint
ventures, and 90 enterprises with foreign investment appeared in the city. 200
foreign firms and their representativesare acctedited here, with the new
Business Centre, created by the City Exéeutive,Council, at their disposal®.

References
1. residential areas and neighbourhoeds — »xwuble pailoHbI 1 OKPECTHOCTH
2. versatile — pazHOCTOpOHHEH
3. public utilities — KOMMyHaJBHBIC YCIYTH
4.the Minsk-made commodities — u3roToBleHHBIE B MUHCKE MpPEIMETHI
noTpeOIeHUsI
5. corresponding industri€s — COOTBETCTBYIOLIUE OTPACIH MPOMBIIIIEHHOCTH
6. underway <Ha X01y
7. are leased — apenayrorcs
8. at their disposal — B ux pacnopsikeHUN

Answer the questions:
[\Mhamsk is the largest economic centre of the republic, isn't it? Prove it.
2. What does the capital produce?
3. What part of the city is being improved and rebuilt?
4. How does the economic life of the capital influence the development of the
whole republic?
5. Are market relations slowly developing in the city’s economy?
6. How many joint ventures and enterprises with foreign investment appeared?
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Tekcer 8

EFROSINYA POLOTSKAYA

Read the text with a dictionary and do the exercises that follow it.

When discussing outstanding people of Belarus, we can’t but mention the
name of Efrosinya Polotskaya, a princess, a philosophical and spiritual leader in
Polotsk principality in the 12™ century.

She was born in Polotsk into the family of Izyaslavovichy in 1100.£She
was the granddaughter of the famous Vseslav Charodey. She was a highly
educated person of that period. She had a good knowledge of geography, Greek,
Latin, mythology and other sciences. She was well aware of both Christian and
pagan beliefs. At the age of 12 she refused to marry and entered the«€Convent as
the rest of the members of the family were sent to the Byzantine Empire. First
she was a nun and later Mother Superior of the Convent.

She did a lot of charitable work which included “opening schools and
hospitals. She taught other people, wrote and réwrote *books by hand. She
founded the Spass-Efrosinya church in Polotsk, On herirequest in 1161 a famous
jeweller Lasar Bogsha created a Cross to symbelize)Christianity in Belarus and
the unity of the nation. Efrosinya Polotskaya rais€d her voice against intestine
strife which could destroy the state. The, Cross was decorated with gold, silver
and presious stones. There were icons of saints, the founders of the Christianity,
Efrosinya and her parents on it. It became @ national sacred thing. Unfortunately,
the Cross was taken out of the ceuntry during the Great Patriotic War and
disappeared.

In 1173 Efrosinya decided to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Some
months later she got serigusly=ill and died. She was buried in Jerusalem. Twelve
years later the body was transported to Kiev and then returned to Polotsk to be
reburied in Spass-Efrosinya church which she had founded.

Now Efrosinya Polotskaya is considered to be the protectress of Belarus.
Paying tribute'to her great service to the Motherland, the Belarusians restored
the Cross-ofiEfrosinya Polotskaya and placed it in the Spass-Efrosinya church in
1998. It has beeome one of the sacred things in Belarus.

Complete the sentences using the following variants:
1."She had a good knowledge of
a) Geography, English and medicine.
b) Philosophy, Greek and other sciences.
c) Geography, Greek, Latin, mythology and other sciences.
2. At the age of 12 she refused to marry and entered the Convent as the rest
of the family
a) were sent to the Byzantine Empire.
b) were killed.
c) were not religious.
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3. Unfortunately, the Cross was taken out of the country during
a) the Napoleon invasion.
b) the Great Patriotic war.
4. Paying tribute to her great service to the Motherland, the Belarusians
a) have founded the Cross of Efrosinya Polotskaya and placed it in the
Spass-Efrosinya church .
b) have restored the Cross and placed it in the Spass-Efrosinya church.
c) have restored the Cross and placed it in the

Arrange the items of the given outline in the order according to the

text:
— Efrosinya’s charitable work.
— philosophical and spiritual leader of the time.
— the symbol of Christianity in Belarus.
— Pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
— the Protectress of Belarus.
Text 9

WHO WAS DR. SKARYNA?

In 1990 Belarusians were celebrating the 500th anniversary of the birth of
Doctor Francisak Skaryna, the first translator and publisher of the Bible
(1517-1519) in the Belarusian language. The impact of Skaryna’s work has
been profound both on the cultural development of Belarus and on the
Belarusian patriotic movement in the 20" century.

Belarusian printing<sewes its beginnings to Dr. Francisak Skaryna,
a prominent scholar and humanist. Dr. Skaryna was born in a wealthy merchant
family in the old{Belarusian city of Polatsk in 1490. After attending local
schools he studied at Krakow and other universities. He received his degree in
liberal arts, dnd later, at the University of Padua, he received his degree in
medicine,”/He was a true Renaissance man — his intellectual interests embraced
theology, literature, linguistics, poetry, art, law, medicine, botany, and printing.

The most important of his achievements was the translation and
publication of the Bible into the Belarusian language, first in Prague
M\ JI517-1519, and later in Vilnya. Skaryna’s Belarusian Bible was the second
work-printed in a native Slavonic tongue.

Like other translator working elsewhere in Europe at that time, he wanted
to «make knowledge available to the people in their own language». He said,
«I vow it shall become a language of books, and not only of speechy.

Find in the text the information about :
a) Scorina’s life and education.
b)  Scorina’s contribution to the Belarusian history and culture.

25



THE UNITED KINGDOM OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Text 1

Topic vocabulary

appoint
approve
attraction
be situated
coast
comprise
damp
density
due to
establish
fertile
flow
govern
influence
island
legislation
lie off (lay, lain)
majority
mild
picturesque
provide
reign
Royal Assent
rule
scenery.
separate
shore
sovereign
stretch
temperate
topic

vast

to be made up of (to consist of)

to cover
to be situated

the Strait of Dover

GREAT BRITAIN

Ha3Ha4yaTh
0J100pATh, YTBEPKIATh
MIPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTD
OBITH PACTIOIOKEHHBIM
MoOepexKbe
BXOJIUTH B COCTaB
CBIPOM, BIAYKHBIN
IJIOTHOCTh HACEIEHUS
Onaronaps
yCTaHaBIIMBaTh, OCHOBATH
TUIOIOPOJHBIU
T€Yb
yIpPABISTH
BIIUSIHUE
OCTPOB
3aKOHOAATEIBCTBO
HaXQAUTHCS HA HEKOTOPOM PacCCTOSHUU
OOJIBIIMHCTBO
MSTKUI
YKUBOITMCHBIN
oOecreynBaTh
LIapCTBOBATh
KOpOJIEBCKasi CaHKIIMsI, 0J00peHune
MPaBUTh
nem3ax, BUJT
pa3nenaTh, OTAEHATh
oeper
MOHapX
MIPOCTUPATHCS, MPOTIHYTHCS
YMEPEHHBIN
IIpeAMET pa3roBopa, Tema
OOLIMPHBINA, OTPOMHBIN
COCTOATh U3
OXBaThIBaTh
OBITH PACTIOJIOKEHHBIM
[Ta-ne-Kane
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The English Channel Jla-Manm

The Gulf Stream ['onsderpum

to separate OTACIIATH, pPa3AeIsATh

to be washed OMBIBAThHCS

climate KJIUMAT

to influence smth BIIUATH HA YTO-JI.

total area oO1as mIonagb

to border on smth IPaHUYUTh C YEM-TTUOO0
influence smth/smb BIIUATH Ha YTO-JIUO0/KOT0-TH00
to be engaged in smth OBITH 3aHATHIM YEM-JTTH00
a Bill 3aKOHOIIPOEKT
decision-making MIPUHATHE PEIICHUN

1. The geographical situation of the United Kingdom

The United Kingdom is situated on the British Isles.which comprise two
large islands, Great Britain and Ireland and some 5,500/small and large islands.
Their total area is 244,100 square kilometers. Thewlargest island is Great Britain.
It consists of three main parts: England, Wales,'and Scotland. The second in the
size 1s the island of Ireland in which Northern Ireland occupies one third of the
territory. It borders on the Republic of Ifeland‘in the south.

The British Isles are separated from the European Continent by the North
Sea, The English Channel and the¢ Strait ©f Dover. The western coast of Great
Britain is washed by the Atlantic O¢gan and the Irish Sea. The warm currents of
the Gulf Stream in the Atlantic Ocean influence the climate of Great Britain.
Winters are not severely coldyanid summers are rarely hot. The thick fog in
autumn or winter is the most\typical feature of the climate in England.

The surface,of Bugland and Ireland is rather flat and it is called the
Lowlands while the highland area comprises Scotland and most of Wales. The
highest mountain in"the United Kingdom is Ben Nevis in Scotland (1343 m).

Scotland is a land of famous lakes. They are called «lochs». The beautiful
Loch Lemond,is the largest one and Loch Ness attracts millions of tourists by its
legendary monster.

There are not many rivers in Great Britain. Most of the rivers flow into the
North:Sea. The deepest and the longest rivers are the Thames (over 346 km
long) and the Severn (about 350 km). The Thames is the busiest and most
important river in the country. Many of the rivers are joined by canals. British
greatest ports are associated with such rivers as the Thames, the Mersey, the
Tyne, and the Clyde.

Great Britain is one of the most densely populated countries in the world,
the average density being over 200 people per square kilometer. The population
of Great Britain is more than 57 million.
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2. British industry

Great Britain is not very rich in mineral resources. There are some
deposits of coal and iron ore and vast deposits of oil and gas that were
discovered in the North Sea.

Nevertheless the United Kingdom is a highly developed industrial
country. It is known as one of the largest producers and exporters of iron and
steel products, textile, machinery and electronics, navigation and aircraft
equipment. One of the chief industries is shipbuilding. Great Britain imports oil,
metal, ore, rubber, cotton, timber and enormous quantities of food-stuff, grain,
meat, butter, tea so on.

The United Kingdom has an economy based mainly on “private
enterprises. They are not controlled by the government.

The main industrial centers are London, Sheffield¢ Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Glasgow, Bristol, and Edinburgh:

7% of the population is engaged in farming. The mainiagricultural activity
is the cultivation of wheat, fruit growing and sheep rearing:

3. Political set-up

The United Kingdom is a parliamentaryvmonatrchy. The Monarch is the
head of the state. Now it's Elizabeth II4The Queen of Great Britain is not
absolute, but constitutional. Her powers‘are limited by Parliament. The power is
hereditary, and not elective. She .appoints- all the Ministers and the Prime
Minister, but she takes no part4in \the process of decision-making. The real
power in the United Kingdom belongs to the British Parliament (the legislative
body) and the British Government (the executive one). The Parliament consists
of the House of Lords and_thesHouse of Commons together with the Queen in
her constitutional role.

The House of Commons plays the major part in law-making, it has a true
power. The 650 members of the House of Commons are elected every five
years.

TheHouse of Lords does not have much power but it is very important as
it can offer and change laws, it may delay certain Bills but cannot finally veto
them¢ The members of the House of Lords are landlords, bishops and peers.
They\are not elected.

The British parliamentary system depends on political parties. The
Government is formed by the political party, which has the majority support in
the House of Commons. Its leader becomes the Prime Minister, who chooses
members of Parliament from his or her party to become the Cabinet Ministers.

The British system is known as a «two-party system». It means that one of
the two strongest parties is in power. From 1832 to 1918 the dominant parties
were the Conservative (or Tory) on the one hand and the Liberals (or Whigs) on
the other. Later the Labour party backed by the trade unions replaced the
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Liberals as the main party of reform, and since 1924 the political scene has been
dominated by the Conservative and Labour parties.

The United Kingdom is a member of the European Union (EU), the
United Nations Organization (UNO), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and the Commonwealth.

Exercises:

1. Choose the right variant to complete the sentences according to-the
text:
1. The United Kingdom comprises ...
— small and large islands
— a lot of large islands
— the British Isles
2. The British Isles are separated from the European continefit,by ...
— the Irish Sea
— the strait of Dover
— the Atlantic Ocean
3. The busiest and the most important river is ...
— the Mersey
— the Clyde
— the Thames
4. Great Britain is ...
—not very rich in mineral resources
— very rich in mineral resources
— rich in mineral resources

2. Use the text to'complete the sentences:

. The United Kingdom is situated on...
. The UniteddKingdom consists of...
. The British Isles are separated from Europe by...
. The Britishilsles are washed by...
. The main industries are...
. The'main industrial centers are...
~Great Britain imports...

.J1s the head of the state.
The Queen’s rights are limited by ..
10. The British Parliament consists of
11. The main political parties are ...

\opo\lmm.hww~

3. Answer the questions on the text:
1. Where is the United Kingdom situated?
2. What parts does it consist of?
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3. What waters are the British Isles washed by?

4. What are the main rivers in Great Britain?

5. What goods does the British industry produce?

6. Who is the Head of the State?

7. Who has the real power in Great Britain?

8. Are the members of the House of Commons elected or not?
9. Does the House of Lords have much power?

10. What does the British parliamentary system depend on?

4. Use the text and your background knowledge to answer the
questions of the quiz on Great Britain:
1. Great Britain is situated....
2. British Isles comprise two large islands: ....
3. The official name of Great Britain is....
4. The United Kingdom is divided into four parts: ....
5. The capitals of these parts are...?
6. Name some rivers of Great Britain.
7. From this list choose the cities which are, Situated. in the UK: Edinburgh,
Dresden, Washington, Bristol, Frankfurt, Osloy Glasgow, Liverpool, Chicago,
Los Angeles, Manchester.
8. The Head of the State is...?
9. The real power belongs to...?
10. British Parliament consists of4wao Houses: ....
11. The British Flag is called...
12. Which of the following traditions’belong to the United Kingdom:
— to remember dead parents
— grandparents or rélatives on the first Saturday in November
— to open the Parliament once a year
—to make crowns out of flowers and jump over the fire on one of the
summers months
— trooping,the Colour
—Chaneellor sits on the sack of wool.
13. Great Britain is separated from the continent by...
= thePacific Ocean
- the Irish Sea
— the Bristol Channel
— the English Channel
14. 650 members of the House of Commons are elected every...
— 2 years
— 3 years
— 4 years
— 5 years
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15. Choose the holidays which are celebrated in the United Kingdom: Easter;
Halloween; Kupala; Victory Day; Guy Fawakes Night; Christmas; The first of

May; Radunitsa; April Fool’s Day.
16. The symbols of each part are:

— England...
— Scotland...
— Wales...

— Northern Ireland...

5. Be ready to speak about Great Britain. Use text as a help teo, your

topic.

Text 2

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN

Topic vocabulary
AD = anno Domini (1at.)
adoption

attack

BC = before Christ
benefit

bitter struggle

Celt

conquer

conqueror
contribute

Danes

declare

defeat

Drive, driven
Entertaining

force

Ibetian peninsula

Ice Age
impressive
intermix
invade

New Stone Age
preserve
quarrel

Hallle 35l

IPUHATHEC

Haraath, aTakoBaTh
JI0 HAIIEH 3PbI
W3BJICKATE TIOJIb3Y
XKeCToKast 6oproa
KEJIbT

3dBOEBBIBATH, TOKOPATH
3aBOEBATENb
CrocoOCTBOBATH
naT4aHe

0OBABIIATH

HAHOCHUTH MOPAXKEHUE
rHaTh, IPECIICI0BATh
3aHUMATEIbHBIN
3aCTaBIIATh, IPUHYKIAThH

N6epuiickuit moryocTpoB (Tam, T/ie HaXOIUTCS

Ucnanus)
JIETHUKOBBIN TIEPUO/T
BIEYATIIAOIINN

CMeIIUBaTh(Cs1), IEpeMenTuBaTh(Cs)
BTOPraThCsl, 3aXBaThIBATh, OKKYITUPOBATh

HOBBIM KAMEHHBIN BEK
COXpaHATh
CCOPUTBCA
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ruler IIPaBUTEIIb

search TTOUCKH

separate OTJEIATh, Pa3/ICIATh

sign MOITUCHIBATH

tribe TIeMs

tribute JaHb

unification 00beIMHEHNE

untouched HETPOHYTHIN, HE3aBOEBAHHBIM
volume TOM, KHUTA

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a country of
great history rich in important events and entertaining legends conhected with
them. It’s not enough to write several volumes to tell the full¢history of the
country. That’s why we’ll try to answer the question where/the British come
from and who they are.

They say that in prehistoric times Britain was join€dito Europe. So the
first people came there over dry land. The present® English Channel which
separates Britain from Europe appeared at the énd ofithe Ice Age. In the New
Stone Age the hunters crossed the sea to the westjof the Channel and settled
along the Western shores in search of food. The first inhabitants of the island
came from the Iberian Peninsula, where'Spainyis located, somewhere after 3000
BC. After 2000 BC the people fromgthe east-of Europe entered the country. The
two peoples intermixed. They left us\Sténehenge and Avebury as impressive
monuments of their time.

After 800 BC the Celts arrived from Central Europe and opened up a new
important page of the British history. The name «Britain» comes from the name
of a Celtic tribe known s the Britons. Their influence was greatest in Wales,
Scotland and Ireland, as,they were driven to these parts by the invaders who
followed them. That's why these parts of Britain are very different from England
in language, cuistoms and traditions.

In 55 BCWJulius Caesar, the Roman ruler, invaded Britain. However, his
first expedition was not successful, because his force was small, and the Celts
fought well. In the following year 54 BC he invaded the country with a larger
army\and this time the expedition was successful: the Celts were defeated. But
Cagsar didn't stay in Britain. He left the country with slaves and riches, and
made the Celts pay a regular tribute to Rome.

Some 90 years later, in 43 AD, the country was conquered by the Romans
and the occupation continued to the beginning of the 5™ century (410 AD).
Roman influence was greatest in the south and south-east, while in the north and
west the country remained untouched. The Romans built many towns, connected
them by good roads. The largest of the towns was called Londinium. Roman
culture and civilization had a positive influence on the development of the
country. When the Romans left, Britain remained independent for some time.
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However quite soon it was attacked by Germanic tribes: the Jutes, the
Saxons and the Angles. And by the end of the 5™ century the greater part of the
country was occupied. People began to call the new land of the Angles and
Saxons England. Wales, Cornwall, the northern part of Britain and Ireland
remained unconquered and preserved Celtic culture.

The Saxon kingdoms fought one against the other. In 829 the greater part
of the country was united under the name England.

The northern part was the home of the Picts and Scots. After the conquest
of the Picts by the Scots in the 9™ century this territory was called Scotland. And
in the 11" century a united Scottish kingdom was formed.

An important event which contributed to the unification of the ceuntry
was the adoption of Christianity in England in 664.

In the 9™ century the Danes attacked England. It was Alfre@ who defeated
the Danes making them sign a peace agreement.

The last of the invaders to come to Britain were \the” Normans from
France. In 1066 Duke William of Normandy defeated the English at the battle of
Hastings and established his rule as king of Englandiknown as William the
Conqueror. The French language became the official language of the ruling class
for the next three centuries. This explains the great-number of French words in
English. The power of the state grew and’little by little England began to spread
its power. First on Wales then on Scotland ‘and later on Ireland. Wales was
brought under the English parliamentyin 1536 and 1542 by Henry VIII.

In 1603 the son of Mary Queen of Scots James Stuart became James 1 of
England. The union of England, Wales and Scotland became known as Great
Britain. However the final unification of Scotland and England took place in
1707 when both sides agréed.to’ form a single parliament in London for Great
Britain, although Scotland\continued to keep its own system of law, education
and have an indepéndent church.

Ireland was<England’s first colony, but even now there are problems there
connected with, religion. The Irish people can be divided into two religious
groups: /€atholics and Protestants. The fighting between these groups is
connected with the colonial past. In the 16th century Henry VIII of England
quarreled with Rome and declared himself head of the Anglican Church, which
was,a\Protestant church. He tried to force Irish Catholics to become Anglican.
This, policy was continued by his daughter Elizabeth 1. The «Irish question»
remained in the centre of British politics till 1921. After a long and bitter
struggled the southern part of Ireland became a Free State. The northern part of
Ireland where the Protestants were in majority remained part of the UK. After all
the years of confrontation the people of Northern Ireland understand that only
through peace talks and respect for the rights of both Catholics and Protestants
can peace be achieved.
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Recently, there have been many waves of immigration into Britain. Now
Britain is a multinational society, which benefits from the influence of different
people and cultures.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

1. UtoOsl paccka3aTb IMOJHOCTBIO HCTOPUIO CTPaHbl, HE XBaTUT
U HecKoJIbKuX ToMoB. 2. IlepBwie >xutenu octpoBa mpunum ¢ HMbepuiickoro
MIOJIyOCTpOBa, rae Haxoautes Mcnanus, rae-to nocie 3000 roga 1o Hamen Spur:
3. Ilocne 800 roma mo Hamiei 3pbl KeJIbThl Npuiin u3 LlenTpanbHoi“EBpoTibI
Y OTKPBUIM HOBYIO CTpaHully B uctopuu bputanuu. 4. FOnuii Lle3apb MOKMHYI
CTpaHy ¢ pabamMu U OOraTCTBOM M 3aCTaBHJI KEJIbTOB PEryJSPHO, fUIATUTH J1aHb
Pumy. 5. PuMmckas KynbTypa U HIMBUJINA3ALUSA OKa3add MOJIOKUAEIBHOE BIMSHUEC
Ha pa3BUTHE CTpaHbl. 6. JIronu cTany Ha3bIBaTh HOBBIEC 3€MJIIM AHITIOB U CaKCOB
Awnrnueit. 7. B 1066 rogy repuor Bunbreiasm Hopmannekuli pa3oumn aHrindan
B OutBe moja ['acTUHTrcoOM M cTanm Koposi€éM AHIIIUM, (M3BECTHBIM MOJ UMEHEM
Bunerensm 3aBoeBatens. 8. Ceiliuac bputanus —4To MHOTopaccoBoe 0OLIECTBO,
KOTOPO€ BBIMTPBIBAET OT BIIMSHUS PA3JIMYHBIX HAPO/IOB M KYJIbTYp APYr Ha

pyra.

2. Fill in the blanks:

The present English Channel which ... Britain from Europe ... at the end of
the... . They left us ... and ... as ..."monuments of their time. Their influence was
great in Wales, Scotland and Ireland, as they were ... to these parts by the ... who
followed them. Roman ... wag greatest in the south and southeast, while in the
north and west the country«emained ....An important event which ... to the ... of
the country was the ... of (€hristianity in England in 664. The French ... became
the official ... of the ... ¢lass for the next three centuries. In the 16™ century
Henry VIII of England ... with Rome and ... himself head of the..., which was
a Protestantchurch! After all years of ... the people of Northern Ireland
understand ‘that only through ... talks and ... for the rights of both Catholics and
Protestants canpeace be ... .

3. Finish the sentences:
1."That’s why we try to answer the questions

why the British are so arrogant and who they are.

where the British come from and who they are.

where the British come from and where they leave for.
2. The Romans built many towns, connected them by roads. The largest of the
towns was called

New Rome.

Scotland.

Londinium.
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3. After the conquest of the Picts by the Scots in the 9™ century this territory was
called
Scotland.
Wales.
Ireland.
4. An important event which contributed to the unification of the country was
the formation of a single parliament in London.
the defeat of the English by William the Conqueror.
the adoption of Christianity in England in 664.
5. The union of England, Wales and Scotland became known as
Great Britain.
England.
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

4. Answer the questions on the text.
What was Britain in prehistoric times?
When did the English Channel appear?
Who were the first inhabitants of the island?
Who left us Stonehenge and Avebury?
Where did the name «Britain» come from?
Where were the Celtic language, customs and traditions preserved?
Who made the Celts pay a regular tribute,to Rome?
How long did the Romans stay(in Bgitain?
Roman culture had a positive influence on the development of the country,
didn’t it?
10.Where did the name «England%» come from?
11.Why was the northernépart of Great Britain called Scotland?
12.What important.eventcontributed to the unification of the country?
13.Who were the last of the invaders to come to England?
14.How long.did thé\Norman invasion last?
15.What language was the official one during the rule of William the
Congqueror?
16.Whatwere the next steps of the unification of the country?
17.What is the «Irish question»?
18, What’s the reason of the confrontation in Ireland?
19.Can peace be achieved?
20.Britain is a multinational society now, isn’t it?

XA RN =

5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Be ready to speak on the topic. Use text as a help to your topic.
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7. Use the following sentences as points of your plan, put them in the

right order.

XAk =

Text 3

Topic vocabulary

crown
defeat
destroy

dock

eminent
enjoyable
ensure

erect

execute
exhibit
factory

feed (fed, fed)
fleet

former
formerly:
fountain
genuine

grave
impressive
invasion

last

luxury
magnificently
manage
masterpiece

The last of the invaders.

Julius Caesar and the Romans in the history of Great Britain.
The first inhabitants.

«Irish questiony.

The Celts opened up a new important page in the British history.
Germanic tribes and the formation of the Scottish kingdom.
England began to spread its power.

The formation of Great Britain.

Britain is a country of great history.

LONDON

KOpPOHOBAaTh

nmoOex1aTh, pa30BaTh
paspyliaTh, yHWITOKATh

10K, BepPb

BBIJIAIONIU#Csl, 3HAMECHUTBIN
MPUSATHBIN

obOecrnieunBaTh, rapaHTUPOBATh
BO3BUPATH, COOPYXKATh
Ka3HUTb

BBICTABJISITh, YKCTIOHUPOBATH(CsT) HA BHICTABKE
(habpuka, 3aBOJ

KOPMUTh

bnoT, ackaapa

MPEXKHUM, OBIBIIMIMA

MpexKIe

dboHTaH

MOAJIUHHBINA, UCTUHHBIN
MOTuja

BIEYATIISIFOLIUNA, BEIPA3UTEIbHBIN
BTOP>KEHUE, UHTEPBEHIIUSA
MPOAOJIKATHCS

POCKOIIIb

BEJIMKOJIEITHO, MBIIIHO
yAaBaThCs, CIPABIATHCS
HIEJIEBP
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move MePeC3KaTh

mutual B3aMMHBII, 0000 JHEIN
oaken TyOOBBIiA

offer IpeaIaraTh
outstanding BBIJIAOIIIUICS

painting KapTHHA

parliament rapjaaMeHT

particular OCOOCHHBIN, 0COOBIN
pedestal MOHOXKHE, MhEeAeCTall
permanent MOCTOSIHHBIN
picturesque YKUBOITMCHBIN, KOJIOPUTHBIN
pigeon rojiyon

pilgrimage MTaJJIOMHUYECTBO

London is the capital of the United Kingdom, one of the largest and one of
the world’s most enjoyable cities. It offers the tourists an astonishing variety of
scene. In this historic city the modern rubs shouldets withithe old, the present is
ever conscious of the past, the great and the small live side by side in mutual
tolerance and respect.

London is more than 20 centurie$, old. Tts buildings express all the
different areas of its history, for Londofiymanages in a unique way to reflect its
past and at the same time to fulfill the functiens of a modern city.

The City, the oldest part.«f |Dendon, is the commercial and financial
centre of the country. Westminsteruis the political heart of London. The West
End is the richest and the most beautiful part of London, the symbol of wealth
and luxury, where the most expensive hotels, restaurants, shops and clubs are
situated. The East End¢ is$\ the industrial part. There are many factories,
workshops and shipyards,there.

London offers the visitors a great variety of places of interest. It’s a city of
dream to everybody interested in the English history and culture.

World famous places are the Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey,
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Trafalgar Square, the Tower of London and so on and so
forths

The Houses of Parliament, a symbol of London, spread magnificently on
the herth bank of the Thames. This structure is a remarkable example of Gothic
architecture. The Clock Tower called «Big Beny, is known the world over. Its
hour bell is named after Sir Benjamin Hall, the first Commissioner of Works.
The Houses of Parliament, called officially the Palace of Westminster, were
formally a palace for kings and queens. Until the 16th century it was used both
as a royal residence and as a parliament house. After the royal family moved to
Whitehall Palace, the Westminster Palace was occupied by the Parliament and
became its permanent home.
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Opposite the Houses of Parliament Westminster Abbey is situated. It’s
a national shrine where the kings and queens are crowned and famous people are
buried. It was founded by Edward the Confessor in 1050. The construction
lasted 300 years. One of the greatest treasures of the Abbey is the oaken
Coronation Chair made in 1300. Near the West Door of the Abbey the Unknown
Warrior lies in a simple grave commemorating the men who died in the First
World War. The memorials to G. G. Byron, R.Burns, W. Shakespeare,
W. M. Thackeray, W. Scott attract tourists to the Poets’ Corner.

Londoners have a particular affection for St. Paul’s Cathedral, the largest
Protestant Church in England. It is an architectural masterpiece of the eminent
architect Sir Christopher Wren. It stands on the site of the former Saxen’and
Norman churches destroyed in the Great Fire of London in 1656.Fhe building
was completed in 1710. Wren is buried under the roof of his own, gréat work.
«If you want to see his monument, look around», is written on his, tomb.

Trafalgar Square is a place of pilgrimage for visitogs. |It’s the natural
centre of London. It is usually full of visitors feeding the pigeons and looking at
the statues and fountains. In the middle of the $quarejwe can see Nelson’s
Column with the statue of Nelson at the top. This monument was erected to
commemorate Nelson’s victory at the Battle ‘of Trafalgar in 1805 where he
defeated the French and Spanish fleets. The,pedestal of the Column is decorated
with bas-reliefs representing Nelson’s mest famous victories. Here in Trafalgar
Square the National Gallery is situated. It ¢ontains an outstanding collection of
paintings from British, Italian,(Spanish; French, Dutch and other famous
schools.

The Tower of London is also a real attraction for tourists. It is one of the
first and most impressive castles built after the Norman invasion of England in
1066. William the Conqueror built it to protect the City of London. The Tower
has been used as a royalpalace, an observatory, an arsenal, a state prison where
many famous people have been executed. It is now a museum where one can see
the Crown Jewels, the finest precious stones of the nation and a fine collection
of armourg exhibited in the Keep. The security of the Tower is ensured by
«Beefeaters»tor the Yeoman Warders who still wear their picturesque Tudor
uniform®A lot of ancient traditions and customs are carefully kept in the Tower.

Andit is true to the whole city. In every part of London you can find a
verysgenuine affection for national traditions.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

Jlongon — cromuua OO6beauHéHHoro KoposnesctBa BenukxoOputanum
n CesepHoil Hpnanauu, OOWH W3 KPYNHEWIIMX MOPCKUX IOPTOB M CaMBIH
MPUTATATENBHBINA TOpod B MUpe. JIOHIOH MpeaiaraeT CBOMM IOCTSIM OTPOMHOE
pa3zHoOOpa3ue TOCTONPHUMEUATENIBHOCTEN; 3TO TOPOA MEUTHI IS KaKAO0ro, KTO
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HMHTEpeCyeTcss UCTOpHer W KynbTypod AHrmmu. 3nanus [lapiamenTta — cUMBOJ
JloHoHa — BEJIMYECTBEHHO PACIIOJNIOKWINCh Ha CeBEepHOM Oepery Temsbl.
BectMuncTepckoe  ab0aTCTBO — SBISETCS  HAIMOHAJIBHOM  CBATHIHEH, TJe
KOPOHOBAJIMCH KOPOJM U KOPOJIEBBI, M1 TIOXOPOHEHBI 3HaMeHuThIe Jroau. Cobop
ceatoro IlaBma CTOMT Ha MecTe, IJie HAXOJWINCh CAaKCOHCKas W HOpPMaHICKas
LIEPKBH, pa3pyllicHHbIE BO BpeMs Benmkoro noxkapa B JloHgone B 1666 rony.
[Tocpenu Tpadanprapckoil TIOMIAAA MBI BUTUM KOJIOHHY CO CTaTye aamupaia
Henbcona na BepmmHe. Oxpana Tayspa ocymiectBisiercs «OudurepaMm» WU
HOMEeHaMH (cTpakaMu Tayspa), KOTOphIE HOCST OTIMYUTEIBHYIO SIPKYIO (opMy
TIOJIOPOBCKHUX BPEMEH.

2. Fill in the blanks:

In this historic city the modern with the old, the present is ever. ... of the
past, the great and the small live side by side in ... tolerance and .. WS*buildings ...
all the different areas of its history, for London ... in a unique way;to-... its past and
at the same time to .. the functions of a modef  city. This
(the Houses of Parliament) is a ... example of Gothic ... ~One of the greatest ... of
Westminster Abbey is the ... Coronation Chair made m,1300."St. Paul's Cathedral is
an architectural ... of the architect Sir Christopher Ween. Frafalgar Square is usually
full of visitors ... the pigeons and looking at the ..5and"... The Tower of London is
now a museum where one can see the .. the finest ... stones of the nation and
a fine collection of ... exhibited in the ... .

3. Finish the sentences:

1. The City, the oldest part of Londony'is
the political heart of London.
the symbol of wealth and\luxury.
the commercial anddinancial centre of the country.

2. The Houses of Parliament, called officially the Palace of Westminster, were

formerly
a royal pfisom
a palacCe for kings and queens.

a national shrine where kings and queens were crowned.

3. Near‘the West Door of the Abbey the Unknown Warrior lies in a simple grave
commemorating the men who died in the First World War.
commemorating Nelson’s victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.
commemorating the men who died in different wars.

4. The pedestal of the Column is decorated with bas-reliefs representing
the history of London.

Nelson’s most famous victories.
Nelson’s life.

5. The Tower of London is one of the first and most impressive castles built
after the Great Fire of London in 1666.
by Edward the Confessor in 1050.
after the Norman invasion of England in 1066.
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4. Answer the questions on the text:
How old is London?
What are the main parts of London?
What does London offer the visitors?
Where are the Houses of Parliament situated?
Why is the Clock Tower called «Big Ben»?
Is the Palace of Westminster a royal residence or a parliament house?
Where are the English kings and queens crowned?
When was Westminster Abbey founded?
9. Why is it considered to be a national shrine?
10.Who was the architect of St. Paul’s Cathedral?
11.Why did he build this church?
12.Where is he buried?
13.What is the natural centre of London?
14.What is there in the middle of Trafalgar square?
15.What does the National Gallery contain?
16.Who built the Tower of London and why?
17.The Tower has been used only as a royal palace, hasn’t it?
18.What is it now?
19.1s there really a genuine affection for national traditions in London?

XA B WD =

5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:
The Tower of London.
London is a unique city.
Westminster Abbey.
Trafalgar Square.
The Houses of Parliament.
St. Paul's Cathedral.

Text 4
OUSTANDING PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN

Topic vocabulary

Paradise lost — YTepsaunbiii Pait

Paradise Regained — Bo3Bpaiennsiii Pait

Samson Agonists — CamcoH-60perlt

Childe Harold's Pilgrimage — [TanomuudectBo Yaitng ["aponbiaa
the Prisoner of Chillon — [lIunsonckuit Y3Huk

Hebrew Melodies — EBpeiickue Menonuu

Ivanhoe — AiiBeHro
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There are many outstanding people in Great Britain. Britain produced
statesmen, thinkers, explorers, musicians, writers, scientists and other people
who are well known around the world.

King Alfred the Great (849-899)

Is considered the first king of England, is remembered for 2 important
things: saving his land from destruction by the invading Danes, and his
dedication to education. He brought peace to his land and restored the centres of
learning.

Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603)

During her reign England became a great sea power. Her court bécame a
centre of culture for English musicians, poets, scholars and artists. Her‘age was
one of the greatest periods of English literature. Edmund Spensér,, Christopher
Marlowe and William Shakespeare were only a few of the manyrwriters who
created their great works at that time.

Francis Drake (1540-1596)

He is one of the most famous of English sailets and pirates.

Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658)

During the fight between the king and Parliament in the 17" century it
was necessary to have a strong leader. At was JO. Cromwell, a Member of
Parliament. He ruled England firmly“but finally dismissed Parliament and
became a dictator who ruled the country without the council of the people. He
didn't justify the hopes of the people.| Aftef his death monarchy was restored.

William Shakespeare (1564-=1616)

William Shakespeare was one of the greatest and famous writers. The
most famous plays of the writer“are Othello, King Lear, Hamlet, Romeo and
Juliet. His sonnets, full¢of\music and harmony, praise love, friendship and
beauty. His poetry is at the summit of human achievement.

John Milton\(1608-1674)

He wasa famous poet of the 17" century. Being blind he wrote the poem
Paradise lost. The greatness of the poem lies in the power of the language, in
the music of the verse, and in the noble spirit that inspires the whole work. Two
more( great works followed Paradise Lost: the long poem Paradise Regained
and thexdrama Samson Agonists.

Isaac Newton (1642—-1727)

Great English scientist [saac Newton was the discoverer of the Law of
Gravitation. He was buried in Westminster Abbey.

Horatio Nelson (1758—-1805)

He is Britain's national hero. Besides his personal bravery, Nelson was a
skillful commander enjoying great love and devotion of the men who served
under him. A tall column with his statue stands in Trafalgar square in London,
in memory of this great man.
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George Gordon Byron (1788-1824)

He was one of the greatest poets of England. When he was 21, he became
a member of the House of Lords. He visited many countries where he wrote
cantos, novels and dramas. Byron’s creative work is usually divided into
4 periods: the London period (the first two cantos Childe Harold's Pilgrimage,
Hebrew Melodies, Oriental poems), the Swiss period (the Prisoner of Chillon,
the drama Manfred, and the third canto Childe Harold's Pilgrimage), the Italian
period (the last canto of Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, the novel in verse Don
Juan) and the Greek period (a lyrical poem On this Day I Complete my Thirty-
sixth Year and others). He became a symbol of liberation struggle and a“Greek
national hero.

Walter Scott (1771-1832)

He is a Scottish writer, a born story-teller and master of dialegue, one of
the greatest historical novelists. His famous works are, fvanhoe, Quentin
Durward, the Talisman.

Queen Victoria (1819-1901)

She is the longest-reigning monarch in English history. At the time when
monarchy was losing its place as an integral part of the British governing
system, Victoria managed to establish it as a respected and popular institution.

Charles Dickens (1812-1870)

He wrote a number of sketches and novels. Such his works as Pickwick
club, Oliver Twist, Dombey and Son, David Copperfield, Little Dorrit, Bleak
House are famous to everybody. He wassburied in Westminster Abbey.

Ernest Rutherford (1871-1937)

He is a great scientist who has opened to man a new and enormous source
of energy. He showed thattatom is made of smaller parts and the atom can be
bombarded by neutrons(sosthat the electrons can be thrown off and the nucleus
can be broken orf«splity: In the process of splitting the nucleus, matter is
converted into €necgy.

Winston,Churchill (1874-1965)

He*was Prime Minister and during the Second World War he successfully
securedymilitary aid and moral support from the United States. He travelled a lot
during, the- war, establishing close ties with the leaders and co-ordinated
atmilitary strategy which finally brought about Hitler’s defeat. His tiresome
efforts gained admiration from all over the world.

Agatha Christie (1890-1976)

She is known to millions of people throughout the world as «the Queen of
Crime». She wrote nearly 70 novels and more than a 100 short stories. Her most
famous characters are Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple.

In 1962 a UNESCO report stated that she was the most widely read
British author in the world, with Shakespeare coming second.
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Margaret Thatcher (1925-)

She was the first woman in European history to be elected Prime Minister
who won 3 consecutive terms. She was the longest-serving Prime Minister in
Britain since 1827. She limited government control, giving individuals greater
independence from the state and ending interference in the economy. She
became known as the Iron Lady because of her strict control over cabinet and
the country's economic polices.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

OH mpuHEC MUP Ha CBOM 3€MJIM, BO3POAMII 00pa3oBaTENIbHBIC WEHTPHI.
Bo Bpems ee mpaBineHus AHMIUS NpuoOpesia OrPOMHYI0 MOPCKYIO Morib. OH
ABJISACTCS OJHUM M3 CaMbIX U3BECTHBIX MOPSIKOB U nuparoB. [doesie ero cMeptu
BO3poauiack MoHapxus. YwibsaMm lekcnup ObUT OJMHUM W3 €AMBIX BEJIMKUX
M 3HAMEHUTBIX M[Mcarele. Bemuune 1O3MBI JICKHT™ B CHJIE A3bIKA,
B MY3BIKaJbHOCTH PUTMa M B OJIArOPOJICTBE NyXa;\KOTOPbLIN BIOXHOBISET BCE
npousBeneHue. OH bpurtanckuil HanuoHanbHBIH, Tepor. OH ObUT OJHUM U3
CaMbIX BENMKUX N03TOB AHrnuu. OHa SBISEICS /0JIbILIE BCEX MPaBALIIUM
MoHapxoMm AHrimmuu. OHa Hamucana okos1e'/0 poMaHOB U Oosiee cTa KOPOTKUX
npousBeAeHnil. DTo Obula TepBas JKeHHIMHA ByeBpONEHCKON UCTOPUH, KOTOPYIO
n30paiu npeMbep-MUHUCTPOM U KOTOpas BhRIATpaia 3 MOCIeAYIOIUX CPOKa.

2. Fill in the blanks:

There are many ... people in’Great Britain. Her ... became a centre of
culture for English musiciansy,_poets, scholars and artists. During the fight
between the king and Parlianient in the 17™ century it was necessary to have a
strong.... His sonnets, full 'of music and harmony, praise love, ... and beauty.
Two more great-works followed Paradise Lost: the long poem ... and the drama
.... Byron's creative work is usually divided into 4 periods: the London period,
the ... period, the ... period and the ... period. He showed that atom is made of
smaller parts‘and the atom can be ... so that the electrons can be thrown off and
the nucleus can be broken or «splity. He was Prime Minister and during the
Secondy,World War he successfully ... military aid and moral support from the
United States. She became known as the Iron Lady because of her strict control
overy... and the country's economic polices.

3. Finish the sentences:

Britain produced statesmen, thinkers, ... Is considered the first king of
England, is remembered for 2 important things: ... . Edmund Spenser,
Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare were ... . During the fight
between the king and Parliament in the 17" century it ... . William Shakespeare
was one of ... . Two more great works followed Paradise Lost: ... . Nelson was
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a skillful commander enjoying great ... . Byron’s creative work is usually
divided into 4 periods: ... . He was Prime Minister and during the Second World
War he ... . She became known as the Iron Lady because of...

4. Answer the questions on the text:

— wrote Othello?

— wrote books about H. Poirot?

— was the greatest historical novelists?

— wrote a novel David Copperfield?

— was the longest-reigning monarch in English history?
— was a Prime Minister during the Second WorldsWar?
— saved his land from destruction by the Dares?

Who — has opened to man a new source of enetgy?

N =

9.

—was called The Iron Lady?

—was a member of the British House ‘of Lords, a poet
and a Greek’s national her@?

—was the most talented admiral'ef Britain?

— made England a great'sea state?

— was the most famouis English pirates?

— was a blind poet?

5. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:

. It was O. Cromwell, a Meniber of Parliament.
. She was the first woman in European history to be elected Prime Minister

who won 3 conséeutive terms.

. She is known, to millions of people throughout the world as «the Queen of

Crimey(

. He wias Prime Minister and during the Second World War he successfully

securedymilitary aid and moral support from the United States.

His famous works are Ivanhoe, Quentin Durward, the Talisman.

Such his works as Pickwick club, Oliver Twist, Dombey and Son, David
Copperfield, Little Dorrit, Bleak House are famous to everybody.
Byron’s creative work is usually divided into 4 periods: ...

A tall column with his statue stands in Trafalgar square in London, in
memory of this great man.

He was a famous poet of the 17" century.

10.William Shakespeare was one of the greatest and famous writers.
11.During her reign England became a great sea power.
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Teker 5
ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL LIFE IN BRITAIN

Artistic and cultural life in Britain is rather rich. It passed several main
stages in its development.

The Saxon King Alfred' encouraged the arts and culture. The chief debt
owed to him by English literature is for his translations of and commentaries on
Latin works.

Art, culture and literature flowered during the Elizabethan® age, during the
reign of Elizabeth I’; it was the period of English domination of the oceans.

It was at this time that William Shakespeare lived.

The empire, which was very powerful under Queen Victoria,.saw another
cultural and artistic heyday as a result of industrialization and the expansion of
international trade.

But German air raids caused much damage in the First World War and
then during the Second World War. The madness of the/wars briefly interrupted
the development of culture.

Immigrants who have arrived from all parts of the Commonwealth since
1945 have not only created a mixture of‘mations; but have also brought their
cultures and habits with them.

Monuments and traces of past greatness are everywhere. There are
buildings of all styles and periods. Asgréat number of museums and galleries
display precious and interesting finds from all parts of the world and from all
stages in the development of nature, man and art.

London is one of the leading world centres for music, drama, opera and
dance. Festivals held in4owns and cities throughout the country attract much
interest. Many British \playwrights, composers, sculptors, painters, writers,
actors, singers and dancers are known all over the world.

The British Council® promotes knowledge of British culture and literature
overseas. At organizes British participation in international exhibitions and
encourages professional interchange in all cultural fields between Britain and
othercountries.

References

1 Alfred [‘@lfred] — cakconckuit koposb Anbbhpen (849-901)

2 Elizabethan — enu3aBeTUHCKUN (0ObIKH. 00 apxumeKkmypHom cmiue,
Jaumepamype, My3viKe)

3 Elizabeth 1 — koponeBa EnuzaBera 1 (npasuswas Aunenueii ¢ 1558
no 1603 2.)

4 Queen Victoria — koposneBa Buktopus (npasuswas ¢ 1837 no 1901 2.)

5 British Council — bpuranckuii coBer (Hezasucumas opeaHuzayus
10 passumuro KyibmypHuix cessell ¢ 3apyoedchvimu cmpanamu. Cozoana 6 1934 2.)

45



Exercises:
1. Fill in the blanks:

The chief debt owed to him by ... is for his translations of and
commentaries on Latin works. The empire, which was very powerful under ...,
saw another cultural and artistic heyday as a result of ... and the expansion of
international trade. The madness of the ... the development of culture. A great
number of ... of the world and from all stages in the development of nature, man
and art. ... held in towns and cities throughout the country ... much interest*The
British Council’ promotes ... and literature overseas. It organizes< British
participation in international ... and encourages professional interchange”in all
cultural fields ... and other countries.

2. Finish the sentences:
Artistic and cultural life in Britain ... . The Saxon King Alfted ... . Art, culture

and literature flowered during ... . The empire, which was very powerful under
Queen Victoria, saw ... . Immigrants who have argivéd from all parts of the
Commonwealth since 1945 ... . London is one of'the leading world centres for

... . The British Council promotes... .

3. Answer the questions on the text:
What can you tell about artisti¢ and cultural life in Britain?
When did art, culture and literature flower?
At what time did William Shakespeare live?
What caused much damage in the First World War?
Where have immigrants arrived from since 19457
Do museums and galleries display precious and interesting finds from all
parts of the worldyand from all stages in the development of nature, man
and art?
7. Is London ofie of the leading world centres for music, drama, opera and
dance?

SN it

4. Divide the text into parts.

5. Put the sentences according to the text:
1. London is one of the leading world centres for music, drama, opera and
dance.
Immigrants have brought their cultures and habits with them.
The Saxon King Alfred encouraged the arts and culture.
Monuments and traces of past greatness are everywhere.
The British Council promotes knowledge of British culture and literature
overseas.
German air raids caused much damage.
Artistic and cultural life in Britain is rather rich.
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Text 6
INIGO JONES AND CHRISTOPHER WREN

Inigo Jones was the first man to bring the Italian Renaissance style” to
Great Britain. He had studied in Italy for some years, and in 1615 became
Surveyor-General of the works”.

The style he built in was pure Italian with as few modifications as
possible. His buildings were very un-English in character, with regularly spaced
columns along the front.

His two most revolutionary designs were the Banqueting Héusé® in
Whitehall and the Queen’s House at Greenwich’. The plan of; the Tatter,
completely symmetrical, with its strict classical details and the principal rooms
on the first floor, influenced architecture in Britain. But not during the lifetime
of Inigo Jones. All those who followed him had to adapt this new foreign
building technique to English ways and English climate, YEnglish building
materials and English craftsmen.

Christopher Wren® was the man who did it. He wds a mathematician, an
astronomer, and, above all, an inventor. He invented new ways of using
traditional English building materials, brick and“erdinary roofing tiles, to keep
within the limits of classical design. Helike Inigo Jones, was appointed
Surveyor-General to the Crown when he ‘was -about thirty years old, and almost
immediately he started rebuilding the churches of London, burnt down in the
Great Fire of 1666. Wren’s churches| are-chiefly known by their beautiful spires
which show in their structure the greatest engineering cunning.

But Ch. Wren also influenced the design of houses, both in town and in
the country.

The best-known buildings designed by Ch. Wren are St. Paul’s Cathedral
in London and theSheldonion Theatre’ in Oxford.

The period.of the Industrial Revolution® had no natural style of its own.
Businessmenwanted art for their money. The architect was to provide a facade
in the Gothig style; or he was to turn the building into something like a Norman
castle,Or a Renaissance palace, or even an Oriental mosque. For theatres and
operd, houses the theatrical Baroque style was often most suitable. Churches
were 'more often than not built in the Gothic style. The twentieth century has
seen great changes in Britain's architecture.

References

1. Inigo Jones — Muuro xoyn3 (1573—1652), Beigatomuiicss aHrIMACKAN
apXUTEKTOP

2. Italian Renaissance style — cTuib utanesHckoro Peneccanca

3. Surveyor-General of the works — rnaBHBIE pyKOBOIUTENH
CTPOUTENBHBIX pabOT C HEOrPAHUYEHHBIMU TOJTHOMOYHUSMHU
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4. the Banqueting House — bankyatunr-Xayc (pacnonoosicen na yauye
Yaiimxonn 6 Jlonoone, nocmpoen 6 knaccuveckom cmuie 6 1612—-1622 ze.

Hnueo [[icoynzom)
5. Greenwich — I'punBuu (pation na weo-eocmoxe Jlonooua)
6. Christopher Wren — Kpucropep PeH, Benuuaiimuii aHriuickuii

apxutektop (1632—-1723)

7. the Sheldonian Theatre — 6yxs. lllennoHckuii Teatp (kpacusoe 30anue
6 yeumpe Oxcgopoa; coopyaxcerno Kpucmogepom Penom 6 1664—69 co. na
cpeocmea apxuenuckona ILllendona, Owvigwezo 6 mo epems pekmapom
Oxcghopockozo ynusepcumema. Hcnonwvsyemcs 015 npoeoeHus yepemonutis'u
MOPIHCECMBEHHBIX 3aCe0aHUlL)

8. the Industrial Revolution — nOpoMbIIUIEHHBIH TEPEBOPOT B
BenukoO6puranuu Bo Bropoit monosuHe XVIII — neppoii nonosuHe XIX B.

Exercises:

1. Give the English equivalents:

On yumics B Utanuu B TeUeHHE HECKOJIBKUXWJIET . . .

Ctuib, KOTOPBIM OH CTPOWUJI, ObUT YUCTO UTAIBSIHCKUM ...

Ero aBa caMbIX peBOJIIOLIMOHHBIX MPOCKTALOBIIH ...

[Inan mnocnegHero, NOJHOCTBIO “CHUMMETPUYHOTO, C €ro CTPOTUMH

KJIACCUYECKUMHU JIETAIsIMU M OCHOBHBIMH KOMHATaMU Ha MEPBOM ITaXe,

MOBJIMSUT HAa apXUTEKTYpy Benukobpuranum.

5. OH 6bUT MaTeMaTUKOM, aCTPOHOMOM, U, TIPEXKJIe BCEro, H300peTaresem.

6. OH wu300pen HOBBIE CMOCOOBI  HMCHOJIB30BaHUS  TPATUIIMOHHBIX
AHTJIMACKUX CTPOUTENBHBIX MaTEPHAJIOB ...

7. OH Hauyan BOCETAHABIMBATH LEpKBU JIOHIIOHA, COXIKEHHBIE J0Tja
B «BenmnkoM \Orue»1666.

8. Cawmpbie u3BecTHBIC 31aHMs, pa3paboTanHbie Kpucrtopepom Penom ...

9. Apxwpfekrop AOMKEH Obl1 oOecnieunTs ¢acan B ['oTnyeckom cTuie ...

10./Ipannatoe” croierue yBUAENO OONbIIME HW3MEHEHUS B OpUTAHCKOMN
apXuTeKType.

el e

2 Fill in the blanks:

I, Inigo Jones was the first man to bring the ... style to Great Britain.

2. His buildings were very ... in character, with regularly spaced columns
along the front.

3. His two most revolutionary designs were ... and ... at Greenwich.

4. Christopher ... was the man who did it.

5. He invented new ..., brick and ordinary roofing tiles, to keep within the
limits of classical design.
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Wren’s churches are chiefly known by their ... which show in their
structure the ... .

The best-known buildings designed by Ch. Wren are ... in London and ...
in Oxford.

The architect was to provide a ..., or he was to turn the building into
something like a ..., or a Renaissance palace, or even an Oriental mosque.

3. Finish the sentences:

Inigo Jones was the first man...

The style he built in was ...

His buildings were ...

All those who followed him had to adapt Christopher Wren was,. .:
He invented ...

He, like Inigo Jones, was appointed ...

Wren’s churches are chiefly known by ...

The best-known buildings designed by Ch. Wren-are.,.

. The architect was to prov1de a facade .

O Churches were more often..

4. Divide the text into parts.

6. Put the sentences according to the text:

The twentieth century has Seen great changes in Britain's architecture.
The period of the Industrial Reyolution

St. Paul’s Cathedral in LLondon and the Sheldonion Theatre in Oxford.
Christopher Wren.

New foreign building téchnique.

Un-English“in character buildings.

Inigo Jories:
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ADDITIONAL TEXTS FOR READING
Text 7
ENGLISH TODAY

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

There are over 2,700 languages in the world, but English today is the most
important international language. Four hundred million people speak Englishas
their first language. Six hundred million people speak it either as a secondyor+as
a foreign language. That is 20 per cent of the world’s population.

English has become a world language, because it is spokem as'a mother
tongue in all the continents of the world. In the 17" century it ‘was=brought to
North America by the first colonisers. Then in the 18" century English was
brought to Australia, later on to Africa and India.

Millions of people are learning English today, It isithe,language of summit
meetings and international conferences. It's also the language of the United
Nations. Foreign political leaders usually speak to international journalists in
English. The latest discoveries and ideas in all sphefes of science and medicine
appear in special international journals;” ofswhich 60 percent are in English.
80 percent of all information in the world*s,computers is in English.

Besides, there are a lot of “builliant world-famous English, American,
Canadian and Australian writers and| poets who gave the world their wonderful
works. The reader can fully appreciaté them only in the original.

And finally, many youngepeople learn English as a foreign language
because it is the language.ofireck and pop music.

So, English can be used for many different purposes and serve as a key to
other cultures and their riches.

Answer the questions:

1. How many languages are there in the world?
Whyrhas English become a world language?
What countries are English spoken to?

Why do you young people speak English?
What for is English used?

Nl el o
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Text 8
FROM THE HISTORY OF LONDON

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

London is without doubt one of the most fascinating cities in the world.
It has a long history. The birthplace of London is the old city. Here, on the banks
of the Thames was a small settlement, called Lyndin that means a lonely port.
To this place in the year 55 B.C. Julius Caesar came from Rome. Britain was
conquered and for 400 remained a province. The Romans called the{place
Londinium and unclosed it in wall, parts of which still remain. There 4s"d street
called London Wall and there are a number of districts named after‘gates in the
old wall — Old gate, Older gate ... .

The Romans made it a large and rich city and built dongrand straight
roads, beautiful palaces, shops and villas. Trade was growing:

In the 5" century the Romans left Britain. The Saxens and Brides and
Danes came to the British shores. They conquered‘the’land and ruined the city.
During nearly 400 years Londinium lay in ruins.

In the 8" century and later Saxon kings began'td rebuild the ruined city of
Londinium. Soon 2 miles west from it another center, Westminster Abbey was
founded.

In 1066 William the Conqueror, the"Puke of Normandy, came and made
London the capital of Norman Bfitain,, a§ the Normen were masters of Britain
for 500. They brought with them Latin and French civilization.

Westminster Abbey was finished and William was the first king to be
crowned there. Since then for niearly 1000 years, all English monarchs have been
crowned there. Many of them are buried there too.

At that time the Tower was built on the Thames.

London has @vercome two big catastrophes. In the year 1665 the Plague
broke out and it cartied of 1/5 of population. So many people left the city and
escaped todhe villages in the surrounding countryside. The second was the Great
Fire of Londoen, It was burning for 4 days. It’s also interesting to note that the
Plague has gone with the fire. It also destroyed much of the city. These days not
many, people live in the city centre, but London has spread further towards into
the country, including surrounding villages.

Answer the questions on the text:

1. What are the previous names of London?

2. Who occupied London?

3. What’s Westminster Abbey noted for?

4. What great catastrophes has London survived?

5. Who conquered London? What was their influence?
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Text 9
MUSEUMS OF LONDON

Read the text with a dictionary and form a question after each paragraph
on the main fact or information contained in it.

There are many quite different museums in London. The British Museum
was, and probably is, one of the most famous libraries on the world. The British
Museum Library contains about 6 min. books and in the centre of the Maiseum
there is the large circular Reading Room with the reference section 030,000
volumes on open shelves and also the catalogues for the whole library;,

The Museum has a priceless collection of rare books and.manuscripts,
including illuminated Bibles, books printed by Caxton in the XVicentury and the
earliest editions of Shakespeare. The collection of foré€ign) books is also
outstanding.

There is a wonderful art gallery in the BritishMuseum too. It has a unique
collection of sculpture, ceramics, drawings and ‘paintings from ancient time up
today.

One of the London’s newest museufns is thé Museum of London, opened
in 1976. The aim of the Museum is o, do ‘justice to London's long history.
The exhibits start with diagrams and pictures of the formation of the land on
which London stands and end with a, view” of the modern complex city of today.
Of course as London constantly grows and changes, its history can really never
end. So the museum holds frequent special exhibitions on subjects of interest —
the latest archeological discoveries, for example.

If you are in south¢London, you may as well visit the Museum of British
Transport, which tells you the story of public transport in Britain. The first
double-decker bus was built in 1851, but the upper deck did not have a roof until
about 1930. The passengers were given raincoats to put on if it started to rain.
You can s€e amearly petrol-engine bus and one of George Stephenson’s later
trains in‘the museum too.

Near London’s centre, a couple of hundred yards from Trafalgar Square,
is a tavern known as the «Sherlock Holmesy», which is dedicated to preserving
the Tegend of the great detective. Displayed here are such «authentic» exhibits as
the head of the Hound of the Baskervilles and the coiled cobra described in the
mystery of the «Speckled Band». On the upper floor you can find a complete
reconstruction of Sherlock Holmes’s living room from his lodging at the
fictional 221 b Baker Street. The remarkable collection of «Holmesiana
includes revolvers, handcuffs, a police lantern, a model of a Hanson cab and
many other things which will give you the feeling that Holmes just might have
existed, after all. No wonder that dozens of letters in the name of Sherlock
Holmes arrive at his Baker Street office.
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The world’s famous Madame Tussaud’s museum of waxworks, is situated
only a few steps from Sherlock Holmes’s Baker Street. When Madame Tussaud
was 17 she made a wax portrait of Voltair and followed this with death-masks
of Marie Antoinette, Robespierre and other victims of the French Revolution.
She came to England in 1802, travelling with her exhibition for some thirty
years before settling down permanently in Baker Street. Realism of her figures
and accuracy of her costumes made the Museum quite famous. You may see
here life-size wax portraits of kings, queens, statesmen, well-known writers,
singers and even notorious criminals.

Answer the questions on the text:

1. How many museums are there in London?

Where is a wonderful art gallery situated?

What is one of the London’s newest museums?

What does the Museum of British Transport tell you?

What does the remarkable collection of «Holmesianay ifielude?

Nk

Text 10
LONDON,PARKS

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

Londoners do not have to go“far to find green fields and flowers. London
is rich in parks and gardens.

London parks are the most beautiful areas of the city. There are lawns and
flower-beds, fountains and ‘avenues in the parks, but mostly the parks consist
of trees and grass and water. They are planned to look very natural.

In summer you can seat in St. James’s Park by the side of the lake and
listen to the band playing music.

Green Park is a different kind of park. It is a quiet, wooded place.

The Hyde Park is the most beautiful. There are a lot of trees, green lawns
and a few ponds. The ducks and swans are swimming in the pools. Artificial
lake ‘Serpentine running the whole length of the park is very popular with
Lenideners where they can sit on the grass, bathe or boat. People are allowed to
do everything there. You can sing or dance, or cry and nobody will make you
a remark. In Hyde Park there is also speaker’s corner. It is a big open place,
where a man can stand on the chair, or on a platform, or on the ground and
speak everything he likes. You can listen to him, ask questions or you may pass
without any reaction.

Crossing the Serpentine Bridge you will find yourself in Kensington
Gardens, which is a favourite playground of children. Children and adults enjoy
sailing model boats on the Round Pond here.
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There are a lot of other wonderful parks in London. Among them there is
Queen Park, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Richmond Park, Regent’s Park with
the Zoo and so on.

Answer the questions on the text:

1. How is Green Park different from St. James’s Park?
What is Hyde Park famous for?

What can people do at the speaker’s corner?

What park is more popular among children? Why?
What other parks do you know?

N ol

Text 10
ENGLISH CHARACTER

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

The British have a reputation of being “censérvative, have established
values without questioning their validity; have ‘a,strong sense of being different
from others. They keep to the left side of the road’and use double-deckers. They
stick to their own measurement systemyand‘continue to measure distances in
miles (not kms) and yards (not meters). They buy cheese in pounds and ounces,
milk in pints, petrol in gallons.

English people don’t like displaying their emotions even in dangerous and
tragic situations. The Englishman “prefers his own house to an apartment
in a block of flats, because hendoesn’t wish his doing to be overlooked by his
neighbours. They say «An\Englishman’s house is his castle». The average
British family lives in ‘al sémi-detached house with a garden in the south of
England. They own,their house which is situated in the suburbs of a large town.
The house has thre€, bedrooms. On average they have two children and a pet.
The family<drives a two-year-old Ford Cortina.

They are rather conservative in many ways. They love familiar things.
Theyc keep to” old traditions. The Britons are practical and realistic. English
peopletare Tamous for their sense of humor. We can find numerous limericks,
jokesynursery rhymes and tongue twisters.

English people show great love for animals. Pet dogs, cats, hens, canaries
and many other animals have a good life in Britain.

The typical Englishmen work in London bank but live in the countryside,
in a house with a lovely garden. Every day he reads the Times newspaper and
does the crossword on the way to work. He never speaks to anybody on the
train, but will talk to you about the weather or cricket if you meet him in the pub
at lunch time. He always wears a dark suit to work and always carries an
umbrella. He gave up smoking his pipe and wearing a bowler hat some years
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ago. At the weekend he wears an old tweed jacket and a pair of gardening
trousers. He likes plain, simple food and drinks tea at every opportunity. In his
free time, he works in the garden, plays golf or takes his dog for a walk. He is
suspicious of all foreigners. He is kind and polite to his wife but doesn’t show
her a lot of affection. His wife is a snob who dresses rather badly. They both
admire members of the Royal Family and copy their accents. He is proud of his
son, who is at Cambridge University, (but would rather die than tell him). He is
rather worried about his daughter, who is currently living with her punk, but
hopes that she will eventually marry a doctor or an accountant.

The most popular hobby is gardening and the most popular spofts ‘are
fishing, football and tennis.

Answer the questions on the text.

1. What do you think influenced the formation of the English eharacter?
2. What surprises you in the way the British people live?

3. Can you give any provements of the English conservatism?

4. Give a character sketch of the typical Englishman.

Text 12
CUSTOMS, HOLIDAYS AND TRADITIONS IN GREAT BRITAIN

Read the text with a dictionary and answer the questions that follow it.

The 6 ravens have b€en kept in the Tower of London now for centuries.
They used to come indrom Essex for food cracks when the Tower was used
as a palace. Over the years people thought that if the ravens ever left the Tower,
the Monarchy weuld fall. So Charles declared that 6 ravens should always be
kept in the Tower and should be paid a wage from the treasury. Sometimes they
live as longas 25 years but their wings are clipped, so they can’t fly away, and
when dsaven dies another raven is brought from Essex.

Some ceremonies are traditional, such as the Changing of the Guard at
Buekingham Palace, Trooping the Colour, the State Opening of Parliament. The
ceremony of trooping the Colour is one of the most fascinating. It is staged in
front of Buckingham Palace. It is held annually on the monarch’s official
birthday which is the second Saturday in June. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11
is Colonel-in-Chief of the Life Guards.

She is escorted by Horse Guards riding to the Parade. The ceremony is
accompanied by the music of bands. The procession is headed by the Queen.

In England the Queen opens the parliament once a year, she goes to the
House of Parliament in the golden coach, she wears the crown and the crown
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jewels. She opens the Parliament with a speech in the House of Lords. The
cavalrymen wear red uniforms, shining helmets, long black boots and long white
gloves. These men are Life Guards.

In the House of Lords, Chancellor sits on the sack of wool. This tradition
comes from the old times when sheep wool made England rich and powerful.

In the House of Commons there are two rows of benches: one row is for
the government and the other one is for the opposition. The benches are divided
by a strip of carpet, which is also a tradition from old days, when that division
prevented two parties from fighting during the debates.

The Englishmen have love for old things. They prefer house$y with
a fireplace and a garden to flats or modern houses with central heating, "The
houses traditionally are not very high. They are usually two-steried.”British
busses are double-decked and red, mail-boxes are yellow, the cars=keep to the
left side of road — all these are traditions.

Most English love gardens. Sometimes the garden in frent of the house is
a little square covered with cement painted green in imitation of grass and a box
of flowers. They love flowers very much.

The English people love animals very.much, t60. Sometimes their pets
have a far better life in Britain than anywhere ¢lse,/In Britain they usually buy
things for their pets in pet-shops. In recéntyyears they began to show love for
more «exotic» animals, such as crocodilesy,elephants, and so on.

Queuing is normal in Britain; 'when they are waiting for a bus or waiting
to be served in a shop. People will become very angry, and very rude, if you
‘jump’ the queue.

Traditionally telephone boxes, letter boxes and double-decker busses are red.

Old customs and tradition's may seem strange to visitors but the English
still keep up them, which mix’with everyday life in the streets.

Answer the questions on the text.

1. What cat€gories €an you divide British traditions into?

What’s the rol€ of customs and traditions in the life of the British people?
What hobbics do the Englishmen have?

What 1synormal for Britains but seems strange and unusual to you?
What'do English people love?

P

Be ready to speak about Great Britain. Use the texts from this chapter
as a help to your topic.
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QUUIZ ON GREAT BRITAIN

Use the information from all the texts and your background knowledge to
answer the questions of the quiz on Great Britain.

Great Britain is situated ... .

British Isles comprise two large islands: ... .

The official name of Great Britain is ... .

The United Kingdom is divided into four parts: ... .

What are the capitals of these parts?

Name some rivers of Great Britain.

From this list choose the cities which are situated in the United, Kingdom:

Edinburgh, Dresden, Washington, Bristol, Frankfurt, Oslo, ‘Glasgow,

Liverpool, Chicago, Los Angeles, Manchester.

8. Who is the Head of the State?

9. Who belongs the real power to?

10.British Parliament consists of two Houses: .

11.The British Flag is called ...

12.Which of the following traditions belong, toythe United Kingdom: to
remember dead parents, grandparents/or relatives on the first Saturday in
November; to open the Parliament“onceya year, to make crowns out of
flowers and jump over the fire on one 0f the summers months; Trooping the
Colour; Chancellor sits on the.sack'ef wool.

13.Great Britain is separated from the continent by:

Nk W=

a) The Pacific Ocean c¢) The Bristol Channel

b) The Irish Sea d) The English Channel
14.650 members of the House of Commons are elected every:

a) 2 years c) 4 years

b) 3 years d) 5 years

15.Choose the holidays which are celebrated in the United Kingdom:
Easter; Halloween; Kupala; Victory Day; Guy Fawakes Night;
Christmasj The first of May; Radunits; April Fool’s Day.

16.The symbols of each part are:
a)\Bangland...
b)Scotland...
c)y'Wales...
d) Northern Ireland...
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